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Mr. BOWLIN asked the unanimous consent of | dollars should be left, that they might contract for | 


a 
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the House to introduce a bill, of which notice had || the work so that it might be done in the proper | 


the States of Missouri and Arkansas certain | 


swamp lands in said States, for the purpose of re- 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he 
thought that at the last Congress there was a prop- 


heen given a month ago, namely, a bill to grant to +, manner and within suitable time. 


aiming them, and increasing the value of the | 
jands in the vicinity thereof. | 

The title of the bill having been read for inform- 
ation, objections were made. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce certain bills, of which pre- 
yious notice had been given. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. CROWELL asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which (he | 
ssid) he had given notice on the first day on | 
which notice could be given after the commence- | 
ment of the present session. 

Objections were made. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the House pro- || 
ceed to the execution of the order heretofore 
adopted providing for the election of chaplain. 
MAPS AND VIEWS. 
Mr. HAMMOND asked Mr. Van Dyke to 


withdraw his motion for the present, to enable 
him to make a report from the Committee on En- || 


graving 


! 


i 
j 


| lieved the committee had done all t 


'| sible. 





The SPEAKER said, that the Committee on || 
Engraving had power under the rules to report at | 
anytime. The motion made by the gentleman | 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyxe,] would be 
the first in order after the report of the Committee | 
on Engraving should have been disposed of. 

Mr. HAMMOND remarked that it was neces- 
- that the committee should have the power to || 
make the contract, if they were to contract for || 
them in time for the engravings to be furnished to 
the printer. The report and resolution were read 
as follows: 

“In pursuance ofa resolution heretofore adopted 
by this House, the Committee on Engraving re- 
spectfully report, that they advertised for proposals 
for engraving and lithographing the maps, draw- 
ings, views, &c., accompanying the President’s 
message, in newspapers printed in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Bayimore, and Washington, 
and that from the bids received they are of the 
opinion that the whole may be published at a cost 
of from $13,000 to $18,000. The committee, there- 
fore, recommend the adoption of the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be ‘and they 
are hereby authorized to contract for engraving the maps, | 
drawings, and views, accompanying the President’s mes- | 
ain that the cost shall not exceed the sum of | 

,000. 





The resolution having been read, and the | 
Speaker having stated the question to be on the 
adoption thereof. 

Mr. HALL rose to inquire what these maps 
were. He had not seen them, and he supposed 
that other gentlemen had not. 


pleasure to reply to the inquiry of the gentleman 
from Missourt, {Mr. Hatt. ]} The resolution here- 
tofore submitted by the Committee on Engraving 
designated all the maps and views proposed to be 
engraved. They consisted of thirty-one maps, (ac- 
companying the President’s message,) principally 
geological, of mineral Jands in the northwestern 
parts of the country, and of twenty-four drawings 
and views illustrating the country described in | 
— ma : There were also some three or four | 
and drawings accompanying the Report from | 
the War Tepuiittnect. Alt das indie nook par- 
ticularly named in the papers before him, but he | 
Supposed that the recapitulation of them now | 
nee occupy too much of the time of the House. | 
he Committee did not suppose that they would 
required to pay so much as eighieen thousand 
dollars, bat they believed that they would have to 
pay at least thirteen thousand dollars; and they de- 











sired thata margin of some four or five thousand || d 








osition to engrave some land maps. He did not 
know what progress had been made in them, nor 
what the cost of the work would be. Rumor, | 
however, said that the amount was large. He 
desired to know.wherein these maps differed from 
these ordered at the last gress, and what the | 
cost of the latter would be. 
Mr. HAMMOND said that the committee had || 


| not deemed it their duty to look into any other | 


matters connected with orders fhade by the last 
House of Representatives. The maps to which | 


| the resolution referred, accompanied the Presi- | 


dent’s message, and were, he (Mr. H.) believed, | 
made in pursuance of a law which had been | 
passed some years ago. He did not know that he 
had anything more to say on the subject. He be- | 
“ae could do | 
to have the work done at as cheap a rate as pos- | 
That was all. 
Mr. MASON called for the reading of the reso- | 
ution. 
Mr. HAMMOND hoped, he said, that the re- | 
port also would be read. || 
The reportand resolution were accordingly read. || 
Mr. WINTHROP said he certainly did not | 
| 


| rise to oppose the adoption of the resolution, but 


he desired to call the attention of the House and the 
country to facts which were involved in it. They 
were now, he believed, in the ninth week of the ses- | 
sion, and they were just now adopting a resolu- | 
tion authorizing the Committee on Engraving to |, 


| contract for the publication of the maps, charts, | 
| and plates belonging to the President’s message; in | 


other words, the contract was still to be made, the | 
work was still to be executed, and the volume con- |! 
taining these maps was yet to be bound, and he | 
supposed by the time they should get ready 
to adjourn over for the purpose of putting down | 
the carpets for the midsummer; when they should 
have got through all the business connected with 
this document, and when the President’s message 


| should be worth as much as so much waste paper, 


it would then be ready for the benefit of their con- | 
stituents, and for the benefit of the post office, to | 
be franked, in cumbrous documents, to all parts of | 
the country. Now, this was not entirely a new | 
thing. He did not intend to throw the responsi- 
bility of this state of things upon the Committee 
on Sessa. or upon anybody in particular. | 
The blame attached to all who had voted for the | 
contract system. He did not recollect whether he || 
himself was among the number. 
Butit did seem to him that in view of the interests | 
of Congress and of the country that this contract 
system ought to be revised, if not absolutely re- | 
pealed. He was perfectly willing totake the re- || 
sponsibility of allowing the public printing to go || 
into the hands of theeditor of the Union, (if there || 
were a majority in his favor,) or of any othereditor || 
or proprietor of a newspaper, if the House could || 


. | only get the documents in season for their daily use || 
Mr. HAMMOND said that it would afford him | h 


t was perfectly absurd—the manner in which the |; 
printing was performed. He had his attention, a | 
week ago, called to an advertisement in a Boston |, 
per, that the Committee on. Engraving of the | 
ouse were ready to contract for the engraving | 
and printing of the maps, plates, &c., accompany- | 
ing the President’s message. He had no disposi- | 
tion to complain if the committee were disposed to |, 
give to his constituents the qpportunity to make | 
what was to be made out of the execution of this | 
work, but he wished to call the attention of the | 
House to the fact, that out of this little penny-wise | 
and pound-foolish contract system—out of the _ 
itiful question, whether the publication of these) 
ocuments was to costa few dollars more or less— 
they were to be delayed to the middle or the end | 
of the session for the President’s message. 

He most earnestly hoped the House would take 
this matter into serious consideration, and in some 
way devise a plan by which they should have the | 
ocuments belonging to their daily legislation at |) 
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the time they were engaged in that legislation, and 
not until weeks and months afterwards. 

Mr. CARTER said he was in favor of sustain- 
ing the resolution reported by the Committee on 
Engraving. We are told by the chairman of the 
committee that the maps contemplated by the res- 
olution are chiefly illustrative of the geology of the 
northwest, and necessary to the intelligibility of 
the accompanying documents of the President's 
message. He was in favor of the publication of 
these documents, with their illustrations, for the 
same reasons that, upon a former oceasion, he had 
voted for the largest number of the report on com- 
merce and navigation. He held that the public 
treasure is well expended in disseminating among 
the people a knowledge of the current condition 
and substantial interests of the republic, whether 
the information relates to the natural history or 
political condition of the country. This resolution 
recommended itself especially to his support, for 
the reason that the maps proposed by it are said 
to develop, to a very corisiderable extent, the min- 
eral wealth of the hitherto unexplored geology of 
the great Northwest. If so, their publication is 
important to the Government in facilitating the sale 
of the public domain, and very important, indeed, 
to the vast multitude of western emigrants who are 
annually exploring that region, with the view of 
fixing their future homes. He was nota litile sur- 
prised to find the resolution opposed by the distin- 
guished gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Wintnror,] after having, on a former occasion, 
emphatically urged upon our support the publica- 
tion of the geography of the Atlantic coast, as im- 
portant to the commercial interests of the country. 
These maps sustain the same relation to the west 
and the western emigrant that the coast survey 
and the maps thereof bear to the seaman. The 
one points the mariner to a port of safety; the 
other directs the western farmer to his home. 

In the course of his remarks Mr. C. yielded for 
purposes of explation to 

Mr. WINTHROP, who said he wished to be 
allowed to correct an error into which the gentle- 
man from Ohio had fallen. The honorable gentle- 


/ man had certainly very greatly misapprehended 


him (Mr. W.) if he had understood him to op- 

ose the engraving, or the printing, of any num- 
er of these maps which the House might see fit 
toorder. His complaint had been that they were 
not printed more seasonably; that by a pitiful 
system of economy they had postponed the en- 
graving and the printing of these maps until they 
had lost all, or very nearly all, their value ; and 
that the House did not, in a liberal spirit, employ 
a public printer, or enter into some arrangement 
which should insure the printing of these maps, 
and the delivery of the document upon the tables 
of the members of the House, in sufficient num- 
bers, within a reasonable time from its being sent 
in by the Executive. 

Mr. CARTER. Did not I understand the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to say that he was op- 
posed to the engraving of these maps? 

Mr. WINTHROP. Notatall. 

Mr. CARTER said he had misunderstood the 
gentleman, then. He had supposed, and most 
gentlemen in that quarter of the hall, he believed, 
had supposed that the gentleman had been making 
an argument in discouragement of the printing of 
these maps, when he had told the House that the 
document, when it came forth, would not be worth 
so much white paper. 

Mr. C. having concluded— ; 

Mr. FOWLER, a member of the Committee 
on Engraving, said he would offer a few remarks, 
for the purpose of showing that the delay of this 
engraving, complained of by gentlemen, was in no 
degree imputable to the committee, and that there 
are good and sufficient reasons for adopting the 
resolutions they have introduced. 

As to the delay complained of, Mr. Fow er re- 
marked, that the committee, at an carly day in the 
session, reported a resolution in favor of engra- 


' ving the maps, drawings, &c., accompanying the 


President’s a and other Executive docu- 
ments. That resolution was objected against by 
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rnembers, on the ground that the sum paid for en- 
graving lust year was large, and might be so this 
vear, unless timely measures were adopted to pre- 
vent; and thereupon the resolution was laid upon 
the table. A week afterwards, the resolution was 
taken from the table, and recommitted, with in- 
structions to ascertain, by such means as the com- 
mittee might judge best, and report to the House 
the probable cost of the engravings. 

The committee thus instructed, forthwith caused 
notice to be issued in several of the large cities, as 
far as Boston, asking for proposals from such 
artists as Chose to submit them. 

‘These proposals were to be made within a lim- 
ited time. ‘That time having expired, the commit- 
tee met yesterday, and on opening and examining 
the proposals, prepared and submitted the resolu- 
tion now before the House. This is a succinct 
and veritable narrative of this matter. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I submit it to the House whether, if un- 
necessary delay be imputable to any persons, any 
share of it should fall upon the committee. I am 
sure the facts just stated must convince every gen- 
tleman that all practicable dispatch in the matter 
has beer used. And now as to the reasons for 
adopting the resolution. 

That the members of this House may act un- 
derstandingly, it should be known and considered 
what has been done to make this engraving neces- 
sary. 

Sir, our predecessors, looking with a large heart- 
edness, that every generous mind must commend, 
to the public interest as connected with the public 
domain, made provision for the survey of the 
western lands and lakes and rivers connected with 
the mineral localities. The twenty-eighth Con- 
gress appropriated twenty thousand dollars for 
surveying, with reference to mines and minerals 
in that portion of Michigan south of Lake Supe- 
rior, ‘ under the special direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe.’’ 

The twenty-ninth Congress, in the year 1846, 
appropriated thirty thousand dollars for surveying 
the copper region of Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
lowa, with reference to mines und minerals. 

In 1847 an additional appropriation of fifty- 
thousand dollars was made for the same purpose. 
The thirtieth Congress in 1848 appropriated one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for surveys; a 
part of which (say thirty-six thousand dollars) 
was for the purpose before stated. And in 1849 
an additional sum of sixteen thousand dollars was 
voted for completing the surveys. Thus one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, let it be remem- 
bered, have been expended in procuring these sur- 
veys. And the work is now being completed. 
The surveyors and geologists have made their 
reports to the Secretaries, who have communicated 
them with their annexed documents. 

The true question now before us, Mr. Speaker, 
is, shall the work, undertaken and prosecuted at 
such an expense and for the furtherance of the 
—_ interests, be made available by publication ? 

fou must print these reports, and engrave and 
publish these maps and drawings, or neither the 
Government nor the people will reap the least 
benefit from the liberal expenditures that have 
been made. 

Sir, the wisdom and forecast of making the sur- 
veys, is not now the matter before us. That mat- 
ter was examined and disposed of by our prede- 
cessors, They caused the surveys to be made. 
We are simply to decide whether or not we will 
authorize their publication. On this question, I 
am sure that every member of this House who 
will duly consider the resolution, and what it pro- 
poses shall be done, will give it his ready support. 

Mr. HAMMOND desired to say a word in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts. He 

new nothing of the expediency of having the en- 
graving of this House done through the agency of 
acommittee. The plan suggested by the gentle- 
man may be better, But no delay in the engraving 
has occurred by default of this committee. In 
pursuance of the 104th rule of this House, the 
committee long since reported a resolution asking 
the authority to contract for the engraving neces- 
sary to accompany the President’s message. But 
the House declined at the time to grant this author- 
ity, and exhibited a determination not to grant this 
authority until it should know what the expense 
would be likely to amount to. The committee, 
therefore, asked that this resolution should be re- 
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committed to them, that they might ascertain and 
report to the House the probable cost. To ascer- 
tain this fact, they resorted to the plan which has 
given displeasure to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. They advertised in the newspapers of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Washington, that all who might be disposed to do 
this work might have an equal chance of obtain- 


| ing it—that the committee might be free from the 


opportunity and suspicion of partiality, and that 
by competition the bids might be brought to the 
fairest rates. There is no reason that particular 


individuals alone should have the opportunity of | 


being benefited by the contracts which are to be 
made by this committee. The committee have 
thrown the door open to all, so far as their action 
has gone. The Hoyge, however, have the power 
to correct their error, if one has been made. 
If there has been unnecessary delay, the House 
has caused it. It would have been more fair if 
those who now complain of delay had sooner taken | 
a course upon this floor to prevent it. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, while | 
this subject of maps was under consideration, he 
desired to call the attention of the House to a reso- 
lution which had been adopted at the last Con- | 
gress. He read from the Journal: 
Mr. CoutaMeRr, from the Committee on Public Lands, re- | 
ported the following resolution ; which was read, consid- | 
ered, and agreed to, viz: | 
Resolved, That there be prepared, by the procurement of 
the Clerk, for the use of this House, and the Committee 
thereof on public Lands, a map of the Public lands in each | 
State, showing the state of the survey, and also what has 
been sold; and that the same be prepared under the super- | 
vision of the Commissioner of the General Land Office; | 
and that the said maps be revised and extended after each | 
session of Congress. | 
That resolution (he said) had been adopted at | 
the last session without any discussion, assuming | 
that the Committee on Public Lands had considered | 
it maturely, and that it was practicable to carry it | 
into execution. 
the attention of the Committee on Public Lands to 
the subject—he had been told (with what truth he 
was not prepared to say) that a large expenditure | 
had been incurred in preparing these maps. It | 
was an enormous undertaking—to make maps, ac- | 
curate maps, of some fifteen States of this Union, | 
showing the amount of lands unsold in each State. | 
He had risen not for the purpose of jnterfering | 
with the business before them, but for the purpose 
of calling attention to the resolution, and of giving | 
notice that he would at the earliest opportunity— | 
when it was in order—offer a resolution instruct- | 
ing the Committee on Publie Lands to enquire into | 
the expediency of rescinding or modifying the res- | 
olution of the last session; which he had read. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he had happened | 
to be a member of the Committee on Public Lands 


during the last session of Congress, and he was | 


now informed that the maps to which the gentle- 


man from Mississippi [Mr. THompson] alluded, | 
were nearly ready, and would be delivered in a | 
very short time. | 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said he did not | 
know what the expense of the maps ordered | 


by the resolution of the Committee on Public 


Lands at the last session had to do with the report || 


of the Committee on Engraving. There was no 
proposition before the House to print or to engrave 
these maps—none at all. When that question 
came up it would be the appropriate time to dis- 
cuss it. His colleague, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Engraving, [Mr. Hammonp,} fad re- 
ported a resolution for the engraving of certain 


maps; the honorable epee from Massachv- | 
P 


setts [Mr. Wintnror] had not at all objected, as 


he (Mr. E.) understood, to the printing. The | 


gentleman had only contended that hereafter it 
should be done in the appropriate time. 
whole point was, that it should be done as soon as 


it could. These maps had always heretofore been | 
Nobody proposed to put an end to | 


engraved. 
this system at all. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, [Mr E. yield- 
ing for explanation,] said, as the gentleman from 
Maryland seemed to have looked into this matter 
somewhat, he desired the gentleman to inform the 
House, if he were aware of the fact, how much the 

re 
a ow much, if carried through as provided by 
the resolution, it would cost the Government. 

Mr. EVANS (continuing) replied that he did 
not know anything about the cost of the map as 
ordered by the resolution of the Committee on 


Since that time—he wished to call |! 


The | 


ration of that map had cost the Government? | 





ee Feb. 1, 
: 

| Public Lands. The gentleman fro 
the chairman ot’ that Committee, [Mr Baimtour 
had once informed him (Mr. E.,) that that a 
| would cost $20,000; he had heard from aneihe, 
| source that it would cost $40,000. c aaa 
| from Mississippi [Mr. HOMPSON] had aaid “i: 
| would cost $80,000. But certainly there wag 1. 
| proposition now under consideration to print that 
imap. The whole question was whether th > 
| would adopt the rheohitinn from the Committee a 
| Engraving. Such a resolation bad always Gene. 
| fore been adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (in his se 
I have no objection to it at all. 

Mr. EVANS, concluding, said he did not know 
that by doing so the publication of the President's 
message would be delayed longer now than it hy 
bean in former years. This was not a new g1; 


— — 


at.) 


ad 


of things. As he did not see the propriety of a. 


| 

| 

| 

| 
ting into a long debate on the sabject, he woul, 
move the previous question. He however with. 
drew it at the request of Mr. McWixue, and op 

| pledge of its renewal. 

Mr. McWILLIE stated, that he did not intend 
to detain the action of the House on the resolution 
under consideration; but that, as chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, he felt it his duty to make 
a few remarks, more especially as the conduct of 
the contractor for the public printing had beep 

drawn into the discussion; and from remarks made 
it might be inferred that the printing of the Presi. 
| dent’s Annual Message and accompanying docu- 
ments had been improperly delayed. He though: 
| it due to the contractor to say, that he has under- 
| stood, from reliable sources, that the President's 
| Message with accompanying documents is print. 
| ed, with the exception of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, and that they will be ready 
for delivery so soon as the necessary plates which 
accompany them are delivered to him by the Com. 
mittee on Engraving. In this view of the matter 
no blame attaches to the printer of this House, 
Mr. McW. further remarked, that he would state 
for the information of the Committee on Engra- 
ving, that the President’s Message and accompa- 
nying docaments will make two volumes; and 
the first volume will contain all but the report of 
the Secretary of the Interior; and that the engra- 
ving of the plates for the first volume has already 
been executed for the Senate, and that the first 
volume is ready for delivery to the Senate. In 
this state of the matter, he would suggest that both 
time and money would be saved by having the 
printing of the maps of the first volume of the 
House document printed by the engraver of the 
Senate. 
Mr. McW. further remarked that, while he had 





the House, that he was informed by the printer 
that the calendar had been regularly furnished on 
Fridays, and the orders of business on Mondays, 
since the organization of the House, and gener- 
ally that the printing was in the usual state of for- 
wardness, and that the documents of the members 
would generally be found in the document room, 
subject to the order of members. And further, 
that it was not usual, nor was it expected, that he 
should place a journal of the preceding day’s busi- 
ness on the table of each member. It was scarcely 
possible for the printer to do this, as he would be 
obliged to obtain it from the Clerk, who could 
scarcely by possibility furnish it in time to be 
printed for the daily use of the House. 

Mr. McW. remarked that each member of the 
House could, if he desired it, have a journal of the 
previous day’s business, sufficiently accurate for 
| all practical purposes, by ordering the Congres 
‘| sional Globe to be placed upon his table, and he 
| had understood that this was in fact the reason 
'why each member was allowed twelve copies of 
that paper. 

_ Mr. HARALSON demanded the previous ques 
tion. 

There was a second. The main question wes 
ordered, and having been taken, the resolution 
was adopted. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


__ The SPEAKER said that the question now be- 
| fore the House was on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyxe,] that the 
| House proceed to the execution of the order here- 
tofore adopted in relation to the election of Chap- 
‘lain, 


| 

'| the floor, he would state, for the information of 
| 
} 
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the affirmative, . 

The House proceeded to vote for Chaplain 

ird voce. 
Mithe SPEAKER said that the Clerk would 
report the names of gentlemen who had been 
heretofore nominated. 

Mr. SAVAGE made the point of order that the 
election of Chaplain should be postponed until the 
frst Monday of March, 1851—the day to which 
the election of Postmaster and other officers had 
heen postponed. If the Chaplain was an officer 
of the House, he was included in the resolution 
of postponement heretofore adopted, and his 
election must take the same course as_ that 
directed in the case of the other officers. If he 
was not an officer of the House, then the House 
would be doing a business which they had no 
right to do in proceeding to elect him. The reso- 
jytion embraced all the officers. 

The SPEAKER said he had no difficulty in 
overrnling the point of order. 

Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Chair 
whether the Committee on the Judiciary had 
made any report on the petitions heretofore re- 
ferred to them on the subject of the election of 
Chaplains to Congress. 

The SPEAKER said that, so far as the Chair 
was informed, the committee had not yet made 
any report. 

Mr. MCMULLEN desired to know the reason 
why no report had been made. 

The SPEAKER said that no debate on this or 
any other matter was now in order, as the House 
was proceeding to elect a Chaplain. 

Mr. McMULLEN moved that the House ad- 
ourn. é 
The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McCMULLEN moved that the election of 
Chaplain be postponed until the first Monday in 
March. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the motion is not in order until the House has 
proceeded with the election. The House has de- 
cided that it will proceed to the election, and some 
action must be taken before a motion to postpone 
can be entertained. 

On motion by Mr. LITTLEFIELD, it was re- 
solved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER said that the nominations for 
Chaplain, which were made on the 24th ult., would 
M read by the Clerk. They were read, as fol- 
ows: 

By Mr. Crowett—L. F. Morgan, Methodist 
Episcopal. 

By Mr. Verante—R. W. Cushman, Baptist. 

By Mr. Newe.t—L. S. Beebe, Presbyterian. 

By Mr. Witson—R. R. Gurley, Presbyterian. 

By Mr. R. H. Sranron—Levi R. Reese, Meth- 
odist Episcopal. 

By Mr. Moone—H. S. Porter, Central Presby- 
terian. 

By Mr. Hrssarp—Orville Dewey, Unitarian. 
aot Mr. McCierwnann--William T. Boyakin, 

tist. 

By Mr. R. W. Jonnson—Henry Slicer, Meth- 
odist Episcopal. 

a Mr. Porrer—J. B. Donelan, Roman Cath- 
olic. 
By Mr. T. L. Harris—Wm. Crow, Baptist. 
By Mr. F. P. Sranron—C. C. Conner, Baptist. 
4 By Mr. Unvernitt—Henry Neal, Congrega- 

lonalist, 


By Mr. Hovston—John Brooks, Society of 
Friends. 


_By Mr. McLawanan—Geo. H. Coffee,'Metho- 
dist Episcopal. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Arkansas, said he would 
withdraw the name of the Rev. Mr. Slicer. He 
had nominated the gentleman without his knowl- 
edge and consent, which he thought he should 
have obtained first. 

Mr. POTTER withdrew the name of the Rev. 
Mr. Donelan. 

Mr. PARKER nominated the Rev. George W. 
Mitchell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. McLANAHAN withdrew the name of the 
Rev, Mr. Coffee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, withdrew the 
name of the Rey. Mr. Canner. 

Mr. SWEETSER rencminated the Rev. Mr. 
Morgan, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Crowe.t, 


THE 


‘i question having been taken and decided in | 


| 


Venasie, Newer, and Parker to act as tel- | 


lers. 

The roll was then called the first time, and the 
tellers reported that 186 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 94; of which 

The Rev. Robert W. Cushman received ..41 

The Rev. Ralph R. Gurley. .............38 

The Rev. L. F. Morgan ...........00+--dd 

The Rev. Levi L. Beebe ..........2+..-.24 

The Rev. Orville Dewey ................18 

The Rev. Wm. F. Boyakin...........++ 7 

TARY. “Was CrO9 Sb ivesctcctussvee® 

‘Tre Rev, Levi Bh. Rees backs aw’S 

The Rev. Geo. W. Mitchell............. 2 

‘Fae Rev: Geo. Hi. CoWee wi vita cs wsteccd } 


186 
The following is the Volagp detail: 


For the Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Bowie, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 


Clingman, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Dixon, Nathan Evans, | 
Fowler, Giddings, Gott, Gould, Houstgn, Howe, Jackson, | 


John A. King, MeKissock, Robert M. McLane, Morehead, 


Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Peasiee, Peck, Pheenix, Put- | 


nam, Risley, Rumsey, Silvester, Taylor, Vinton, White, 
Wilmot, and Winthrop. 
For the Rev. Mr. Beebe—Messrs. Briggs, Brooks, E. C. 


Cabell, Calvin, Casey, Clark, Cole, Conger, Dickey, Doty, | 


Duer, Hay, Hebard, J. G. King, Preston King, Meacham, 


Pitman, Potter, Rockwell, Spalding, Strong, Toombs, Van | 


Dyke, and Wildrick. 
For Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Ashe, 


Averett, Bayly, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows,Chandler, | 
W. R.W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Duncan, Dunham, | 
Featherston, Hammond, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Kauf- 


man, George G. King, Job Mann, McDonald, MeGaughey, 
McQueen, MecWillie, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Phelps, 
Powell, Seddon, Shepperd, Jacob Thompson, Jas. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Venable, Wallace, and Woodward. + 

For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 


Bay, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Carter, Cleveland, Corwin, | 


Crowell, Deberry, Fitch, Gorman, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 


son W. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Hoagland, Inge, Andrew | 


Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Leffler, Mason, Matteson, Me- 
Mullen, Meade, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, Sprague, 
Sweetser, William Thompson, Walden, and Watkins. 

For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. Baker, Campbell, Alex. 
Evans, Fuller, Goodenow, Grinnell, Henry, Hibbard, Julian, 


Daniel P. King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Root, Sawtelle, 


Schenck, Stetson, Waldo, and Wilson. 


For Rev. Mr. Boyakin—Messrs. Bissell, J. Cable, Green, 


Hall, Hubbard, Richardson, and Young. 

For Rev. Mr. Porter—Messrs. Breck, Freedley, Gentry, 
Halloway, Hampton, Marshal!, Jones, James L. Johnson, 
MeLanahan, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Ogle, Robbins, Jas. 
B. Thompson, and Williams. 

For Rev. Mr. Reese—Messrs. George A. Caldwell, 
and Richard H. Stanton. 

For Rev. Mr. Mitchell—Messrs. Edmundson and Parker, 

For Rev. Mr. Crow—Messts. Albertson, Harlan, Thomas 
L. Harris, and Robinson. 

For Rev. Mr. Coffee—Mr. Frederick P. Stanton. 


No choice. 


Kerr, 


Mr. McMULLEN moved that the further exe- | 
eution of the order be postponed until the first | 


Monday in March. 
The motion was rejected. , 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, withdrew the | 


name of the Rev. Mr. Reese; and 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, withdrew the name of | 


the Rev. Mr. Crow. 

The roll was then called the second time. The 
tellers reported that 183 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 92; of which 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received.........++....55 

Rev. Mr. Cushman. ....s.seeesceeeeeee +45 

Rev. Mr. Morgan.......ecsececccsseee 36 

Rev. Mr. Dewey .....ccccccscccseveceeslG 

Rev. Mr. Porter. .cccccccccccccccscccccll 

Rev. Mr. Beebe. ..ccsoccccccccccccscccsll 

Rev. Mr. Boyakin .....-eecccceccceseee 6 

183 

Mr. MOORE withdrew the name of the Rev. 

Mr. Porter. 


The roll was then called the third time. The 


tellers reported that 184 votes had been cast; ne- | 


cessary to a choice 93; of which 
Rev. Mr. Gurley received. .......+.++++-110— 
Rev. Mr. Cushman. .....sscecssseeees Al 
Rev. Mr. Morgan.......escscsceesessss BO 
Rev. Mr. Dewey....-seecessscereese 3 


—— 


184 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Andrews, Bayly, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowie, Breck 
Butler, T. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cling- 
man, H. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, 
Duer, A. Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Jackson James L. Johnson Julian, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George é. King, James G. King, 
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Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Chester | 
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John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Marshall, McKis- 
| sock, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, McMailen, 
Meacham, Meade, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, 
Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Silvester, Spalding, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, 
Taylor, Joho B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
ij Venable, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, White, Wildrick, Wil- 
|; mot, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood, 
| For Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, 
|| Averett, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Burrows, 
|| Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, 
|, Featherston, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Holii- 
|| day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Kauf- 
man, Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, McGaughey, MeLana- 
han, Me Willie, Morris, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Robin 
son, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Walden, Wallace, and 
|| Woodward, 
For Rev. Mr. Morgun—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, 
|| Ashe, Bay, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Corwin, Crowell, Doty, Fitch, Green, Hall, Isham G. Harris, 
Hlibbaed, Hilliard, Hoagland, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Ma- 
son, Matteson, MeQueen, Savage, Shepperd, Sprague, 
Sweetser, William Thompson, Williams, and Young 
For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. Hammond, Horace Mann, 
Root, and Stetson. 


The Rev. Mr. Geriey was then declared by 
the Speaker to have been elected. 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, expressed a wish 
to have the rules suspended, to enable gentlemen 
to introduce on leave bills of which previous no- 
tice had been given. 

The motion was ruled not to be then in order 
pending the motion to adjourn; which motion was 
| put and carried in the affirmative. 


} 


| And the House adjourned till Monday next. 


1 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred : 


| On motion by Mr. PULLER, it was ordered that the pe- 

tition and memorial of Hannah Weston, of Jonesboro’, 
widow of Josiah Weston, in the county of Washington, 
may be taken from the files of the House and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Martha and Ann 
Chase, of Somerset, Massachusetts, praying for indemmities 
for French spoliations prior to 1800. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of Messrs. 
Little & Brown, and 28 other bookselling firms in Boston, 
Massachusetts, praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of O. W. Cooley and 31 others, of Do- 
ver, Massachusetts, for the same object, 

Also, the petition of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of 
| Dover, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the @etition of Eliabh Whitman and 102 others, of 
| North Bridgewater, Massachusetts, for the saine object. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
Mark Tucker and 52 others, praying a reduction of postage. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of C. B. Wiek, A. D. 
Jacobs, and others, citizens of Mahoning county, Ohio, 
praying the reduction of postage on prepaid letters to two 
cents. 
|| By Mr. FITCH: The petition of certain citizens of Lo- 

gansport, Indiana, asking a reduction of postage to two and 
|| a half cents per balf ounce on prepaid letters. 
|| By Mr. PECK: The petition of the Vermont Mutual Fire 

| Insurance Company, for the reduction of postage. 
By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John Turnbull and 189 
| others, citizens of Tariffville, Connecticut, asking for a 
|| reduction of the present rates of postage, making the same 
|| uniform at two cents per letter of one half ounce weight; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
| and Post Roads. 


|| Also, the petition of Allen Kellogg and 25 others, citizens 
|| of the town of Vernon, Connecticut, for the same object; 
'| which had a similar reference. 

|| ByMr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of sun- 
|| dry citizens of Carter county, Tennessee, praying the estab- 
|| lishment of a mail route from Elizabethton, Tennessee, to 
|| Stockville, North Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| Also, the petition of Fanny Moody, asking a back pen- 
| sion ; which was referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
| ary Claims. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of J. J. Green and 53 
other citizens of Defiance county, Ohio, for the reduction 
of postage and the establishment of uniform rates thereof ; 
| which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. a 
|| Also, the petition of Seth Doubleday and others, citizens 
|| of Cooperstown, New York, for a reduction of the rates of 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


tage. 
ar BROWN, of Mississippi: The memorial of Clin- 
ton Knight & Co., in relation to a contemplated improve- 
\! ment in the Potomac river in the Distriet of Columbia. 
| Referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
| By Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of Captain William 
| Duerson, for pay for services as Assistant Quartermaster 
to the first regiment of Kentucky Volunteers, and for other 
| purposes. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 
| By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of R. Miller, and 50 
| others, citizens of Pittsburg, for cheap postage. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 20 citizens of Homer, 
| Cortland county, New York, for the establishment of the 
| Fate of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
| ounce. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of H. J. Growarki and 
12 other citizens of Batavia, New York, praying that post- 
age on fetters not exceeding half an ounce in weight may 
be extablished at two cents, 

Also, the like petition of 8. C. Holden and 49 others, of 
Genesee connty. New York. 

fy Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of Slocum Howland 
and 59 other citizens of Cayuga county, New York, in fa- 
vor of reduction of postage to two cents, prepaid, for half an 
ounce, for any distance. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, it was or- 
dered that the ptpers in the case of Isaae Downs, be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 4, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 
Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 


the House to introduce a bill, of which previous | 


notice had been given. 


The title of the bill was | 


read for information as follows: “A Bill for the | 


construction of certain roads in the Territory of 
Minnesota.”’ 


No objection having been made, the bill was | 


read twicegby its title, and, on motion by Mr. 


Sister, was referred to the Committee on Roads | 


and Canals. 
TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA. 


Mr. SIBLEY also asked leave to introduce a 
bill, of which previous notice had been given, and 
the title of which was read, (for information,) asa 
** Bill for the benefit of the Territory of Minne- 
sota.’’ 

Mr. PUTNAM inquired of the Speaker what 
the regular order of business was? 

The SPEAKER said that the regular order of 
business was the call of the States for resolutions. 

Mr. PUTNAM ealled for the regular order of 
business. 


So, objection being made, the bill of Mr. Sister 


was not introduced, 
RESOLUTIONS, &c. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business. 

SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

And the first business in this order was the res- 
olution heretofore offered by Mr. Roor,—upon 
which resolution the previous question had been 
demanded; and tellers on that demand had been 
ordered. ; 

Mr. ROOT said he supposed that he might 


“modify the resolution before the previous question 


was ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might mod- 
ify the resolution, if he pleased, at any time before 
the vote was taken. 

Mr. ROOT said, he desired to modify the reso- 


lution by striking out the words ‘Sierra Nevada | 


Mountains,”’ and inserting the word ‘‘California;”’ || aj) debate is out of order. 


so as to read * east of California.”’ 

The resolution was accordingly modified. 

Mr. ROOT then renewed the demand for the 
previous question. 


Mr. GORMAN rose to inquire of the Speaker, | 


whether it would be in order to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all after the resolving clause? 
The SPEAKER said, the mtotion was not in 
order pending a demand for the previous question. 
The resolution, as modified, was then read as 
follows. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruct- | 


ed to report to the House, with as little delay as practicable, 


a bill or bills providing for a territorial government or gov- | 


ernments for all that part of the territory ceded tothe United | 
States by Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, lying | 


eastward of California, and prohibiting slavery therein. 


Mr. GORMAN inquired of the Speaker wheth- | 


era demand had been made for the previous ques- 
tion? . 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. HILLIARD rose to inquire of the Speaker 
how the resolution came before the House at this 
time? Heretofore, resolutions of this character, 
when the House adjourned, pending their consid- 


eration, hed taken their place in the ordinary rou- | 


tine of business. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Hivuiarp] was mistaken as to the 
rules and practice of the House. Whenever the 
States were called in their order for resolutions, 
and the House adjourned, pending action on any 
resolution which might have been offered, that 
resolution came up as the first business in order 
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whenever resolutions were again called for. When 


the States were last called for resolutions, the | 


ee 


es, 
y¥ unnec 
It was k me 


The SPEAKER said it was obvious! 


sary to make these requests. 





: no 
gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Root] had offered the || the House had never heretofore granted et 


resolution now before the House, and had demand- | 
Pending the | 
demand for the previous question, the House had | 


ed the previous question upon it. 


adjou rned. 


Mr. HILLIARD. Do I understand the Speaker 
to say, that such has been the practice of the 


| House heretofore ? 


The SPEAKER. The invariable practice, so 
far as the Chair is informed. 

Mr. HARALSON said that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Root] having made an alteration in 


the resolution since the vote was taken (on a form- | 


er day) to lay the resolution upon the table, he 


submitted to the Chas, whether it would not now | 


be in order again to move that it be laid on the 
table. If that motion was in order, he would 
make it. He submitted that it would be in order, 
because the resolution had undergone an essen- 
tial alteration since the previous motion to lay it 
upon the table had been decided. 

The SPEAKER. 
tion on the table is in order. 


Mr. HARALSON. Then I make it. 


Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on that | 


motion; which were ordered. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to the || 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Haratson] to let || 
the vote be taken directly on the demand for the | 


pores question, and that the House might thus 
e brought directly to the consideration of the 
resolution. 

Mr. HARALSON, in reply, said, that his ob- 


ject in the motion he had submitted was to ascer- | 
tain what the disposition of the House was as to | 


acting on this subject. 
dispose of it in the most summary way possible. 


The SPEAKER. These remarks are out of || 


order. Does the gentleman withdraw the motion 
to lay on the table. 

Mr. HARALSON withdrew it. 

Mr. VENABLE renewed it. 


Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays; which || 


were ordered. 


Mr. GOODENOW called for the reading of the | 


resolation. 

The SPEAKER called upon the House to ob- 
serve order, that the resolution might be under- 
stood by the members, and that the necessity of so 
frequent calls for its reading might thus be pre- 
vented. 

The resolution was then again read. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to inquire of the Chair, 


whether the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] had || 
so modified his resolution as to include California? || 


The SPEAKER. The resolution has been re- 


ported to the House and the House must judge of | 


the terms. The Clerk will read the resolution. 

Mr. ROOT. It excludes California. 

The resolution was then again read. 

And the question ** Shall this resolution be laid 
upon the table *”’ was then taken. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. HOAGLAND (his name having been 
called) stated that he had paired off with Mr. 


| Newer, of New Jersey, who had been called 


home by the sickness of his wife. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, who had been 


called out of the House on business for a few mo- 


ments, and who, consequently, was not in his seat | 


when his name was called, asked the unanimous 


consent of the House to be allowed to record his | 


vote. 

Mr. ROOT. It never is allowed. I object. 

So Mr. Jounson’s vote was not recorded. He 
remarked, that if permitted to record it, he should 
have voted in favor of laying the resolution on 
the table. ° 

Mr. McWILLIE made a similar request. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McWILLIE moved that all members who 


| had entered the Hall whilst the roll was being 


called, should be allowed to vote. 

The SPEAKER. That motion, or any other, 
will require unanimous consent. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, preferred a simi- 
lar request in his own behalf. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. MORSE made a similar request. 

Objections were made. 


A motion to lay thé resolu- | 


His own desire was to || 


them. 
The result was then announced—yeas 105 
’ 


nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Ander. 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdon Bowl ate, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William i. Brown Ree 
Chester Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, George Alfred Gaia’ 
well, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clark, Clingman, Williamson 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Diiuy = 
Dixon, Dunhain, Edmundson, Featherston, Futier, G, = & 
| Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, 1. @ Hara’ 
|S, W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Holliday 

Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, A. Johnson * 
W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman Jas. G. King. Jno. A. King. La 
Sére, Leffler, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, VicClernand ‘e 
Dowell, MeKissock, McLanahang R. M. McLane, MeMy, 
lin, McQueen, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, Morton, 
|| Nelson, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Pheaix Pit! 
|| man, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Shepperd Stanly, 
| Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander iy 
|| Stephens, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jolin p 
\| ‘Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Wallace. 
|| Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, Woodward, and Young—}q:" 
|| _ NAYS—Mesars. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Bingham, 
| Booth, Buel, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin’ 
Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Dickey 
|| Disney, Duncan, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler 
| Freedley, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott. Gould. Hallo. 
i 
| 


’ 


way, Harlan, Hay. Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Howe, Hyp 
| Jackson, Daniel P. King, George G. King, Preston King 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey. 


ter, 


|| Meacham, Moore, Morris, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Pex | 
|| Potter, Putnam, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rum. 
sey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, sj. 

|| vester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Thurman, Van Dyke, Walden, Waido, 

| White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Wilson—75. 

|| So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS, 

| 


Mr. TAYLOR asked and obtained the 
| unanimous consent of the House to introduce q 
bill of the following title, and of which previous 
|| notice had been given: ** A bill further to extend 
|| the time of locating Virginia military land war. 
|| rants, and returning surveys thereon to the Gen- 
|| eral Land Office.’’ 

|| The bill having been read twice by its title, was 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered io be printed. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


{| Mr. DISNEY sent to the Speaker’s table the 
| following resolutions, which were read: 


| Whereas, the time has arrived when a just regard for the 
peace and welfare of the Republic demand not only a clear 
and accurate definition of the legislative power of the Gei- 
| eral Government over the people of any Territory which 
either now belongs to the United States, or hereafter may 
be acquired by them, but also, that such a definition of that 
power shall remain asa fundamental law: And whereas, the 
power of exclusive legislation over the District of Columbia, 
|| as a seat of Government, fs necessary to the unembarrassed 
|| deliberations of Congress, and is obviously required by the 
dignity and necessities of the Government, while the fun- 
damental principles of our institutions demand that, as the 
Legislature of the District, Congress, with a regard to the 
national interest, shall obey the will of its people in relation 
|| to their domestic matters, and as no necessity can arise, 
| which will demand the sacrifice of either the power of the 
| Government or the people’s rights, because they each may 
|| be respected, by retroceding the District, and selecting some 
|| other, where, by agreement, such questions inay be perma- 
| nently settled, and thus the interests of the Government, the 
| sentiments of the nation, and the rights of the people, be 
alike maintained: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
| United States of America in Congress assembled, That as all 
just power is derived from the consent of the governed, and 
|| itis the especial duty of the American people to vindicate 
|| this great truth, it is hereby declared that the people of every 
separate community, whether they do or do not reside in a 
| Territory belonging to the United States, possess and have 
| anative and inherent right to frame their own domestic 
| laws, and to establish their own local governments in al 
| eases where the provisions of such laws and the character 
| of such governments do not conflict with the provisions and 
limitations of the Constitution or the proprietary riglits of 
the General Government. 
|| Resolved, That in order that this acknowledgment of the 
|| people’s rights may forever rémain in force, the Committee 
|| on the Judiciary be, and they are hereby, instructed to pre- 
} pare and report to the House, with proper limitations 1 
! 








| 


gard to the territorial extent of each community, a suitable 
provision for an amendment to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, which shall ingraft on that instrument an expli- 
cit declaration of the foregoing principles as an organ'< 
|| law. cont 
|| Resolved, That the will of the people of the District ¥ 
|| Columbia of right ought at all times to govern the action | 
| Congress in relation to the existence of slavery within 18 
|\ limits. e 
| The resolutions having been read— h 
|| Mr. DISNEY desired to be informed by the 
|| Speaker whether, if the resolutions should now 
|| lie upon the table, they would, as a matter © 
course, come up on the next resolution day? i 
The SPEAKER said, not unless they shou 
| come up in their regular order. Al! matters, pre 
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1850. 
viously offered, in this order of business must 
frst disposed of. Sere : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I will re- 
lieve the gentleman (Mr. Disney] in a moment. 
| propose to debate the resolutions. By the rule, 
therefore, they must go over, and it will be in or- 
der to debate them when we reach them. 

A brief conversation followed between Messrs. 
THOMPSON, DISNEY, and the SPEAKER.} 

The SPEAKER. If resolutions are introduced, 
and it is proposed to debate them, they must go 
over by the rule, and must take their place in the 
regular order of business with resolutions lying 
over for debate. And, whenever these resolutions 
are reached, the resolutions of the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Disney] will be taken up in their regu- 

order. a 
a. DISNEY moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and on that motion he de- 
manded the previous question. 

Mr. CONGER moved that the resolutions be 
laid upon the table. 

And the question having been taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative, 

The resolutions were laid upon the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer a reso- 
Jution. 

" Objections were made. 


THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. GIDDINGS sent to the Speaker’s table the 
following resolution. He would be obliged to the 
House, he said, if it would give him the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution, and he de- 
manded the previous question. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That we hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with the inalienable rights of life and liberty, 
and that governments are instituted to maintain these 
"Resolved, That in constituting government in any Terri- 
tory of the United States, it 1s the duty of Congress to 
secure to all the people thereof, of whatsoever complexion, 
the enjoyment of the rights aforesaid. 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

The’ question was taken, and was declared by 
the Speaker to have been rejected ;— 

When Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. WOODWARD called for the reading of 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER again called upon members to 
resume their seats, and to maintain order while 
the resolution was being read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER said he would entertain no 
motion until order had been restored. 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted that after the 
House had acted on the motion to lay on the table, 
had rejected it, and after that decision had been 
announced by the Chair, it was not in order for a 
gentleman to insist upon a second vote being 
taken by a demand for the yeas and nays. 
Every member had a constitutional right to call 
for the yeas and nays, but he must do so before the 
question had been determined. The House could 
not be compelled in this manner to vote a second 
time. 

Mr. JONES suggested that the point raised by 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cuine- 
MAN] was not a question of order but a consti- 
tutional question. 

The SPEAKER said, that the point of order 
was not debatable. The practice adopted by hisim- 
mediate predecessor, and in the propriety of which 
he concurred, drew a distinction between a de- 
mand for the yeas and nays and othercases. When 
a demand was made for the yeasand nays, the ques- 
tion was entertained at any time before the House 
had passed to any other business. The Chair 
entertained the motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked for tellers on the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Messrs. Root and Savace were appointed. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, asked for the 
reading of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, the House were dividing. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. MORSE desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether the question on the demand for 
the previous question would come up if the motion 
to lay on the table was rejected. 
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pending if the House refuse to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. MORSE. Then I hope the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table will be rejected. 

The resolution having been again read, the 
question ** Shall this resolution be laid upon the 


table??? was taken, and decided in the affirmative | 


—yeas 104, nays 89, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
aoe ey, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowdou, Bowie, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Aibert G. Brown, Wm. J. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, C. Buder, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldweil, J. P. 
Caldwell, Casey, Clingman, W. RK. W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Conrad, Daniel, ‘berry, Dunham, Edmundson, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Haralson, f. G. Harris, S. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hay- 
mond, Hilliard, Holliday, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, 


Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Jobnsen, Robert W. | 


Jonson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Lettler, Job 
Mann, Marsliall, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, McLan- 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, McMuitlen, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morehead, 
Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Pit- 
man, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Stauly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stfuton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Jotin B. 
Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkius, Well- 
born, Williams, Woodward, and Young—104. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Booth, Burrows, T. B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Carter; Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Cor- 
win, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 
N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, Giddings, Guodenow, 
Gott, Gould, Hampton, Harian, Hay, Heburd, Henry, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
Jasmes G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, 
H. Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Meacham, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Ogte, Oids, Peaslee, 
Peck, Phenix, Potter, Putuam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, James Thompsons Thurman, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, White, Wilmot, 
Wilson, and Woud—92. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 


Mr. SCHENCK introduced, on leave, a bill to 
grant preémption rights for certain islands in the 
Great Miami river; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a bill to regulate the value of certain coins 
in the United States and to provide for the coinage 
of double dimes; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill to indemnify the officers and crews 


of vessels of war in the United States Navy for | 
losses by shipwreck, fire, and other casualties; | 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs. . 

Mr. CABLE introduced the following resolu- 
tion, which being objected to, lies over under the 
rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to report a bill, at as early a day 
as, practicable, to prohibit all speculation in the public 
lands, and make them free of access, in limited quantities, to 
actual settlers. 

Mr. LA SERE introduced, on leave, a bill for the 
relief of the assignees under the Baron de Ferriet; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- | 


tion, which was read and adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
communicate to this House what number of failures of the 
mail have occurred in the South, between the cities of 
Washington and New Orleaus, during each of the years 
ending on the 31st December, 1848 and 1849, respectively ; 
at what point or points, on said route, such fatiures oc- 
curred, by what cause or causes they were occasioned, 
and by what means, if any, their recurrence may be pre- 
vented. 

Resolved, That said Postmaster General be requested to 
report the probable cost of ranning a daily express mail on 
horseback, for letters only, between Guilin, in Gvorgia, 
and Mobile, in Alabama. 

Mr. CONRAD asked permission of the House 
to introduce a joint resolution, of which notice 
had not been previously given, directing a survey 
to be made of the obstructions placed in the 
Bayou Lafourche by order of General Jackson in 
the years 1814 and 1815. ‘ ; 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. CONRAD moved a suspensi@® of the rules 
to enable him to introduce the resolution; but the 
House refused to do so by a vote of 92 in the 
affirmative to 53 in the negative—not two-thirds. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. OLDS asked leave to offer a resolution, 


’ having been deprived of the opportunity of doing 


| 
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The SPEAKER. {t will be the first question || so when his State was called, declaring the office 
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_ of Doorkeeper vacant, in consequence of the post- 


ponement of the election of that officer ull the Ist 
March, 1851, and devolving the duties of the said 
Office on the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

And Mr. O. demanded the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN suggested that by the action 
poten House heretofore this resolution was out of 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON said that the State of Ohio had 


been called, and the resolution was not now in 
order. 


The SPEAKER. When the State of Ohio was 
called, the gentleman {Mr. Oxps] addressed the 
Chair, and was not recognized, and another gen- 
tleman obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I objected; and I do now 
object. I have a resolution which | am anxious 
to offer. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman object at 
the time? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I did object before the reso- 
lution was sent in, because the State of Ohio had 
been called. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman objected at 
the time, the resolution is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I certainly did object. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. ROBINSON inquired whether the State 


| of Indiana had been called. 


The SPEAKER. Not yet. 
Mr. WOOD inquired if the resolution of the 


gentleinan from Ohio (Mr. O_ps] was ruled out of 
order. 


The SPEAKER explained. 
Mr. ROBLNSON offered the following preamble 


| and resolutions, on which he asked the previous 


question: * 

Whereas this House, by resolution, has postponed the 
election of Doorkeeper until the first day of March, 1851. 
Therefore: 

Resolved, That, said office being vacant, it is competent 
and proper to provide for the discharge of the duties of said 


| Office by devolving the same upon some other officer of this 


House. 

Resolved, further, That Adam J. Glossbrenner, the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms ot this House, be and is hereby ex-officio au- 
thorized to perform the duties of Doorkeeper of this House 
until the day fixed for the election of said officer. 

Mr. ROBINSON demanded the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a point 
of order. He wished to ——— of the Chair, if it 
were in order to receive and act upon the resolu- 
tion without one day’s notice, acording to the rules 


of the House? The object of the resolution was, to 
| change one of the standing rules of the House, 


which defined the duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
—the object of the resolution was, to impose ad- 


| ditional and important duties upon the Sergeant- 


at-Arms—duties not contemplated by the rules of 


|| this House defining his duties; and according to 


the 136th rule of the House, this change could not 
be made without one day’s notice. 

The SPEAKER said, in the judgment of the 
Chair the resolution did not require one day’s no- 
tice, but that the House at any time, when resolu- 
tions were in order, might impose these or an 
other duties on one of its officers. The Chair 
overruled the point of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, and asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. 8. also called for the reading of the 67th 


| standing rule of the House; which is in the fol- 


lowing words : 
“ A Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed to hold his office 


| during the pleasure of the House, whose duty it shall be to 


attend to the House during its sittings, to execute the com- 


| mands of the House from time to time, together with all 


such process issued by authority thereof as shall be directed 


, to him by the Speaker.” 


And also the first clause of the 136th rule; which 


| is as follows: 


« No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescind - 
ed or changed without one day’s notice being given of the 
motion therefor.” 

Mr. STANLYwas understood to inquire whether 
there was not a motion pending to lay the reaolu- 
tion on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order has pre- 
cedence, because it relates to the introduction of 
the resolution. Ifthe point of order of the gentie- 
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man from Georgia [Mr. Srernens}] is well 
taken, the resolution cannot be considered to-day 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that before the resolu- 
tion was voted upon he wished to offer an amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. It is not now in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 1 give notice that I shall 
offer an amendment, that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
also perform the duties of Postmaster. 

Mr. TOOMBS rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether the House had not heretofore decided 
his resolution to be out of order. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair thought not. 
When the resolution was introduced on a former 
ocvasion, the Chair entertained it upon the ground 
that it was a question of privilege. The House re- 
versed this decision—thus deciding that it was not 
a question of privilege. The Chair now conformed 
to that decision of the House, and did not rule 
this to be a question of privilege. 

Afier some conversation between Mr. 
SCHENCK and the SPEAKER, the question 
‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?’ was taken, and decided 
in the negative—yeas 94, nays 101, as follows: 


YF AS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
George A, Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, 
Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Ger- 
ry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harian, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Maun, Mason, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, R. 
M. McLane, McMulien, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Mil- 
ler, Milison, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasice, Peck, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtell, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, @§mes Thompson, 
William Thompson, Veuable, Walden, Waldo, Wailace, 
Welborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Y oung—?4. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen, Alsion, Anderson, 
Andrewa, Baker, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
Butier, Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Calvin, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, 
Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Gou, Gould, Halloway, Hamp- 
ton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, 
Houston, Howe, tiunter, Inge, Jackson, J. L. Jolmson, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
Jobn A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mat- 
teson, McGaughey, MeKissock, F. Eh. McLean, Meacham, 
Muore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phanix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Sil- 
vester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, T. 
Stevens, ‘Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williains, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—101. 








So the decision of the Chair was reversed, and 
the House decided that the resolution was not in 
order. 

{Mr. BOWIE, when his name was called, voted 
—but Snnneys by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his vote. He had agreed with his colleague 
{Mr. Hammonp] not to vote in the event of his 
{Mr. H.] not being in his seat. 

SLAVERY. 

Mr. GORMAN sent to the Speaker’s table the 
following resolutions, giving notice of his intention 
to offer fsome remarks upon them at the proper 
time: 

With a view to harmonize and settle the conflicting sen- 
timents of the people on the subject of slavery, and to pre- 
serve the integrity of the union of the States: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories inquire into 
the expediency of admitting California into the Union with 
her present constitution, reserving to Congress the right 
hereafter to form a State or States out of ber present bound- 
aries, Woich said new States shall lie north of 35° 30’ north 
lautude. 

Alsv, to embrace a provision for another State out of the 
present limits of Texas, in accordance with the resolutions 
of annexavion, which State shall be west of the Colorado, 
with any further regulations as to boundary as may be ne- 
cessxry. 

Also, to embrace a provision organizing Territorial Gov- 
ermments tor New Mexico and Deseret; which ‘Territorial 
Governments shall recognize the right of the people to 
govern themselves as they may think best calculated to 
secure their liberty, happiness, and prosperity, untrammeled 
by any action of Congress “ other than by the consent of the 
governed,’ under the restrictions and limitations of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Aliso, to embrace in the same general bill a proposition to 
urchase of tire State of ‘Texas all that part of her preseat 
oundary which lies north of 34° nerth latitude, according to 

the map attuched to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ; 
which territory, When so purchased, shall be attached to 
the limits of New Mexico and governed according to the 
laws and institutions which may be therein established. 


The resolution lies over under the rule. 
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POSTAGE. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, introduced, on leave, 
a bill to reduce the rates of postage, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GORMAN gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill to grant to the State of Indiana, 
for the benefit of said State, one additional town- 
ship of land in lieu of one in controversy in the 
Supreme Court of said State. 


THE. DOORKEEPER AGAIN. 


Mr. DUNHAM offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, As the sense of this House, that no person has 
been legally chosen and qualified to perform the duties of 
Doorkeeper of this House for the present Congress. 

Resolved, therefore, That George R. Herrick, of New York, 
be and he is hereby authorized to perform the duties or 
Doorkeeper of this House, until such officer shall be duly 
elected ; and that he be required to take the usual oath of 
such officer. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN objected to the reception of 
the resolution as out of order. 

The SPEAKER decided that the first resolution 
was in order. The second resolution, under the 
decision of the House, was out of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he pro- 
posed to debate the resolution. 

So the resolution went over for debate. 

Mr. HARLAN submitted the joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Indiana, instruct- 
ing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives from that State to cast their votes and use 
their influence torhave ingrafted upon any law 
| that may be passed for the organization of Terri- 
tories recently acquired from Mexico, a provision 
excluding from such Territories slavery and invol- 
untary servitude except for the punishment of 
crimes of which the party is duly convicted; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
Indiana in relation to the costs in the District and 
Circuit Courts of the United States, involving 
questions of patent rights by patentees and their 
assignees who are insolvent; which were read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana, praying a reduction of the price of the public 
lands in the Great Miami Reserve in the State of 
Indiana; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY EXPEDITION AGAINST CUBA. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, submitted the 
following resolution, viz : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if, in his judgment, the public interest will not be 
endangered thereby) to communicate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives the evidence in his possession that a * consider- 
able number of adventurers were engaged during Jast suin- 
ner in fitting out a military expedition within the United 
States against a foreign country, and that it was probably 
destined to invade the island of Cuba;”’ and that he be tur- 
ther requested to communicate to this House copies of all 
instructions given to Commander Randolph, or any other 
naval or military officer of the Government, concerning the 
supposed expedition and invasion, aud all correspondence 
bad in reference thereto; and especially that he comiuni- 
cate to the House copies of all orders and instructions given 
and of all correspondence had in reference to the persons 
assembled on Round Island, off the southern coast of Mis- 
sissippi, in the summer of 1849, including copies of the cor- 
respondence (if any was had) between the President or 
heads of Departments and the Governor of Mississippi. 


The resolution, under the rule, lies one day on 
the table. 
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PRE-EMPTIONS. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, introduced, on 
leave, a bill to perpetuate preémptions to actual set- 
tlers on the public lands; which was read twice. 
| Referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

Also, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate 
| the Columbian Manufacturing Company of the 
| District of Columbia; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked leave 
to introduce a bill, (of which previous notice had 
been given,) of the following utle: ‘* A bill to re- 
peal the act entitled ‘ An act to establish the Home 
Department, and to provide for the Treasury De- 
partment an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
and Commissioner of the Customs.” 

Objection was made. 
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The SPEAKER stated the question to e 


granting leave. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked 1; 
yeas and nays, but withdrew the demand. ” 
The question was then taken, and leave y 

nted. ” 

So the bill was introduced, and having bee 
read twice by its title— r 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that it be referred , 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union. 

In making this motion, Mr, T. remarked tha 
there was no detail in it, otherwise he should Move 
the reference of the bill to a standing committee 

The question was then taken, and having been 
decided in the affirmative, the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole ‘on the state of the 
Union. 

Ata subsequent period of the day— 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said he did not think 
that an important bill of this character should be 
sent to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union without having first undergone the 
revision of a standing committee. He moved, 


| therefore; that the vote by which the bill had beey 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union be reconsidered, with a view 
(should that motion prevail) to move its reference 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The vote was reconsidered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BAYLY, the bill 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


CLERKS IN THE HOME DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, offered the 
following resolution; which was read, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform this House whether any extra or temporary clerks, 
not specifically designated and appropriated for by law, have 
been employed in any of the offices of the Department of 
the Interior since the 4th of March, 1849; and if any, to 
state the reason for their employment, and the law author- 
izing it. Also, to furnish a list of the same from each office, 
showing the specific business on what they are or have been 
employed, the rate of compensation paid to each, and desig- 
nating the appropriations out of which their compensation 
is paid. Also, to furnish a list of all persons who are or 
have been employed in the office of the Interior Depar- 
ment proper, exclusive of the Secretary and Chief Clerk of 
said Department, showing the rate of compensation paid to 
each, the appropriations out of which said compensation is 
paid, and the law authorizing the same. Also, to furnish a 
statement of the contingent expenses of said Deparunent 
up to the Ist of January, 1850, and the appropriations out of 
which they are paid. Also, to infurm this House whether 
he has caused the transfer of any clerk or clerks, appoinied 
as such, in any of the offices now belonging to the said De- 
partment of the Interior to the discharge of duties in the 
otiice proper of said Department, and to state the authority 
for such transfers, if any, and whether the services of such 
clerks are no longer wanted in the offices in which they 
hold their appointments. 


Mr. PUTNAM submitted, as a point of order, 
that the same member had no right to introduce a 
bill and a resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he had 
as yet introduced no resolution, and the bill thad 
been introduced on leave. 

The SPEAKER said if the point of order was 
insisted upon, the gentleman from Mississipp! 
[Mr. Tuompson] could not introduce the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the 
rule was emphatically that each member had a 
right to offer a resolution. This right he pos- 
sessed. He had asked leave to introduce the ill, 
and that was a different affair. He claimed his 
right to offer the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the practice had been that 
whenever a member had introduced a bill or reso- 
lution, he was not entitled to introduce another. 

Mr. WINTHROP suggested his own strong 
impression to be, that during the last two years 
it had been ruled that a member had the right ‘0 
introduce a bill and a resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair had been gov- 
erned entirely by its recollection of the practice of 
the House. If the Chair was mistaken, the ge” 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuompson] woul 
be entitled to introduce the resolution. . 

Some conversation followed; after which the 
resolution was received. ate 

Mr. THOMPSON, of iawalny. moved to sus- 
pend the rules, for the purpose of considering the 


resolution at this time; and on that motion he 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 
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Mr. TOOMBS said he desired 
resolution. a ; 
The SPEAKER explained that there was a 


motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
considering the resolution now. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 10], nays 87, (not two-thirds,) as 


follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- 
jin, Albert G. Brown, Whiliam J. Brown, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Camphell, Carter, Cleve- 
land, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, 
Fitch, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hall Hamilton, Haralson, 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufnan, Preston King, La Sere, Leffler, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, * Mason, McClernand, McDonald, 
McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, 
McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richard. 
son, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Frederick F. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 


reenter settee eee 


to debate the 


Bay, 


Anderson, Baker, 
Burrows, 


well, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Conger, 
Courad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, 

Halloway, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard? 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. 


King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Hor- | 


McKissock, Finis E. | referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


ace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Watkins, White, Williams, 
throp—8&7, 


So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of S. Clayton, P. J. Walker, H. P. Coperton, 
T. J. Bradford, Levi W. Lawler, and J. J. Win- 
ston, of Lebanon, Alabama, asking compensation 


that place, in locating military bounty land war- 
rants; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Interior he requested 
to communicate to this House as soon as practicable, wheth- 
er Charles Borland, a citizen of the State of Ohio, has been 
employed and sent by him to the State of Mississippi as 
counsel, attorney, or agent of the United States, to collect 
by a or otherwise, the bonds for which the Choctaw Or- 
phan Reserve Lands were sold in said State; and if 80, 
under what law, what is to be his compensation, and how to 
be paid. Also, to communicate to the House whether the said 
Borland has been instructed 
claims from the District Altorney of the United Stat for 
the northern District of Mississippi; and if 80, for what rea 
son, and whether said Borland is authorized to i 
with the debtors by receiving less than the sums due on the 
Contracts; and if so, under what law. 


Mr. F. asked that the resolution be considered 
then; and objection being made he moved a sus- 
House refused todo. The resolution consequently 
lies over, 


On motion by Mr. FEATHERSTON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jacob P. Moint- 
somery be taken from the files of 
additional documenta: evidence he 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. E. C. CABELL moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union. 

he motion was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended, for the purpose 
of taking up and considering at this time the res- 
Clution offered by him in relation to the Cuban 


presented, be referred 


rhe question was taken, and two-thirds not 
Voting in the affirmative, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 
Mr. McWILLIE submitted the following res- 
olution, which was read, viz: 
intorned That the Secretary of the Treasury 
3 


to inform House 
the Tr, = 


be directed 
reasons why, after the addition to 
Secretary and 


Chief Clerk—a Commissioner of the Customs, and a Chief 


Clerk, and after 
or ness 
with the General Land 


the withdrawal ao ao said De 
rtain reto, and connected 
Othee, and the offices of the United 
States M. District Attorneys, &e., he could not 80 
and consolidate the rem ning business pertai 
ing to the 7 easury, Department, as to permit the 
Clerks from the to the Departmens of the 


partment 


Chester Butier, | 
Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Cald- | 


Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, | 


Wilson, and Win- | 


n- 
transfer of 
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Schenck, Shepperd, 1] ! , 
| the following resolution: 


|| ordered to be now taken, 
|| the resolution). 
} in 


|} Sent, 


to take the collection of said || 


1} 
i| 
the House, and with the | 


| 
| 
| 
! 


| 
| 
| 


4 





| bill to authorize 





| tribute for general and early reference, a full and accurate 
| register of the 


| On the same terms and conditions as are 
| fesolution adopted by this House on the Ist March, 1847, 


; 4 . || publisher of the Congressional Globe and 
for their services as officers in the land Office at || 


|| Ings of the House, and that he shall furnish daily one 
| of said publication to each member of this House. 


i] 
| 
1} 


i} 
i} 


|| adoption of the resolution; 
}] 
pension of the rules for the purpose, which the | 


i! ~~ which were refused. 


‘debates toeach member that they might be re- 


sees 279 


then taken, and de- 








Interior, t ted and oy i i 

ating te fatter Bema, & cided in Thera having. been 
Mr. McWILLIE moved to suspend the rules to The motion to reconsider was laid upon the 

have the resolution considered then; which motion || table. 

the louse refused. ™ 
Mr. MeCLERNAND introduced, on leave, a Mr 

bill for granting to the ae of Illinois the right of || Tintin 

way through the public lands and for other pur- - : : 

poses; which was twice read, referred to the sory of New Mexico, which were on his motion 

Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be | Mr. HOWARD 


provided for in the act cre- 


NEW MEXICO. 
BAKER 


moved a re-consideration of 


printed, . P ~ . 

1 i202 a Dill to establish a United States armory || tiene. \® Of Feference to the Committee on Elee- 
me Senndry at Fort Massac, on the Ohio river; || Mr. BAKER gave notice of his intention to de- 
whic 


was read twice and referred to the Com- || b 


re , || bate. 
"te eek a Richa nies a wee | The SPEAKER said, the motion must then lie 


: || Over. And the Chair having, in reply to an in- 
anelet, That the Committee on the Post Office: and i quiry from Mr. Baker, Stated that the whole 
‘ost Roads be instructed to inquire in the expediency of } subi Id li il th : 
establishing by law a mail route from Pittsfield, Illinois, || Subject wou fe over until the motion had been 

to New London, Missouri, and that they report by bill or || disposed of— 

otherwise. | _Mr. BAKER moved that the motion to re-con- 
Mr. RICHARDSON introduced, on leave, a || sider be laid upon the table. 

the issuing ofa patent to John : Mr. KAUFMAN. I give notice of my inten- 

W. Sweeney, for land in Illinois; which was read || tion to debate. : 

twice and referred to the Committee on Public | So the whole subject went over for debate, 

motion was made that the House adjourn, 

| But the House refused to adjourn. 

| Mr. BAKER gave notice of a bill, the title of 

which was not distinctly heard, to make an appro- 





GRANTS OF LAND TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 
Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill granting 160 || 


| acres of public land to actual settlers who Shall re- 1] Priation for the improvement of the lower rapids 
| Side thereon and cultivate a portion thereof for || of some river. 
: rf hat : en || 
a period of four years; which was twice read and || FLOGGING OF DISRATED OFFICERS IN THE 


Mr. YOUNG, at the request NAVY. 


(he said) of the | 
gentleman from Maryland, | Mr. 


McLans, ] offered |. Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
| Ing resolution, which was read, viz: 


| 
I] Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
|| COMMmuUNicate to this House the instances, if any, in which 
petty officers of the Navy have, since the lst day of January 
1349, been disrated, and while so disrated, sapere as pri- 
Vates, with the colt, cat-o’-nine-tails, or y being put in 
irons, for offences coumitted while they were petty oflicers; 
and whether, after such punishment aforesaid, said privates 
have been. rerated; and, if such instances have occurred, 
that he furnish the date of the disrating of such officera, the 
dates of their punishment, and the inanner thereof; and the 
dates of their reraling, severally, to this House, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 
this House whether the punishments inflicted by flogging in 
| the navy have been in an , and if so, in how many instances, 

during the year 1849, for offeuces enumerated by law ; or for 


Mr. YOUNG demanded the previous question, || offences made such by the usage of the sea service; and 
whether all punishments in Virtue of the usage of the sea 


There was a second, and the mein question was | Service have been or are recorded in the log. And that he 


(being on the adoption of || further communicate to this House copies of any genera! 
| rules, regulations, or orders that have been established by 


Resolved, That in order to encourage, preserve, and dis- 
debates and proceedings of ths House, each 
juember of this House be authorized to subscribe for twelve 
additional copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix, | 
prescribed by the | 
| 
| 


authorizing the Original subscription by each member ot 
tWelve copies thereof: Provided, That the proprietor and 

Appendix shali 
publication of the debates and proceed- 
copy | 


continue the daily 


The resolution having been read— 





the Navy Department for the classification or punishment 
of offences, and for the internal regulation of ships in the 
| Sea service; and whether the same have been carefully ob- 
| served; and whether the rules, regulations, and orders for 
the government of our navy are the same on board all our 
vessels, or whether each couunanding officer fixes them fur 
his own command at bis pleasure. 
And that he further communicate to this House whether 
the crimes and punishments embraced in “ the usages of 
the sea service” have ever been reduced to a written eode, 
and published and promulgated on board our ships of war; 
and whether the rules and regulations for the government 
of the crews of the vessels of the navy are hung up in some 
public part of the ship and read once a month to the ship’s 
company in compliance with law ; and whether punisb- 
ineuts are ever inflicted for offences not enumeraied in such 
rules and regulations. 
And that he further communicate to this House whether 
it is within his knowledge, officially or otherwise, that sail 
ors in the United States service have been, during the year 
1849, deprived of any part of their rations by way of pun- 
ishment ; and, if so, that he state the manner thereof. 
| And that he further communicate to this House the pro- 

poruonate number of sailors ia the United States service, 
| who have chosen the commutation money in lieu of grog, 
under the law of August 3d, 1848; and also the proportion- 
ate number so choosing, under the different preceding rules 
of commutation for grog. 


This resolution lies over one day under the rule. 
GRADUATION BILL. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Iinois, introduced a bill to 
| graduate and reduce the price of the public lands 
to actual cultivators and settlers; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 

nds. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON rose to inquire if it was 
order to ask a question. 
The SPEAKER said only by unanimous con- 


Objections. were made. 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, hoped that by | 
eneral consent the gentleman would be allowed to | 
ask the question. | 
The objections were persisted in. 
Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on the | 
which were refused. | 
Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the yeas and 
r. McLANE explained that the resolution 
provided for the subscription of twelve additional 
copies of the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
complete,bound,and embracing the Senate ebates; 
which would make the number twenty-four—the 
original resolution of Ist March, 1847, having |, 
provided for twelve copies, and as a consideration | 
for this additional subscription the proprietor was 
bound to furnish daily a publication of these {| 


vised previous to their publication in the bound | 
volume. 
The question was then taken on the motion of |) 
Mr. JONES, and decided in the negative without a i 
division. 
So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


And the question recurring on its adoption— | , f Alat » Submitted the follow- 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the | Mr. COBB, of Alabama, subm 


House adjourn. | ing preamble and resolution; which was read, viz: 


. Whereas, a crisis in the political affairs of this Republic 
But the House refused to ae . has asived: witen men of all political parties are calied to 
And the question was then ta en on the adop- 


|| aid in the great work of reconciliation between the Northern 
tion of the resolution, and decided in the affirma- | aud Southern people: Whereas, the question of slavery in 
tive without a division. 


the Territories ; the admission of California into the Union 
as a State, under her own constitution and boundaries; the 


A COMPROMISE. 


So the resolution was adopted. || Prohibition of the siave trade in the District of Coiumbia, 

Mr. McLANE moved a re-consideration of the || and the abolition of slavery therein, are, and have been a 

vote and that that motion be laid upon the table, | bone of sean meta or Yeats past, and will be for years to 
- |) come, unless : 

Mr. EVANS asked the yeas and nays; which || Whereas, the mind of ths whole community is now fixed 

were refused. ', With great anxiety upon the present Cungress—looking wo 








them to consider gravely and deliberately these vexed qnes- ] 
} 
j 








tions; and if pos-ible, to have them settled upon constitu- | 
tional and equitable principles between the North and the || 
South: And wheress there are many men who have iatro- | 
duced plang such as they think calenlated to produce that 
effect, but owing to the spirit that too often prevails (u not 
in this case) of Wo many wishing the honor of bringing for- | 
ward and consumunating great and important questions, and | 
therehy coming in conflict with each other, and Uius effect | 
nothitig: Now, | 

Be it resolved and recommended, (the Senate concurring,) | 
That a committee be appointed by the Senate and Honse of | 
Representitives, to consist of six members of the Senate— 
three from the North and three from the South ; alsotwenty || 
by the House, ten from the South and ten from the North, i 
to meet in conference, to devise, if possible, a plan predica- || 
ted upon constitutional and equitable principles, for adjust- | 
ing all difficulty growing out of the foregoing causes ; and | 
that such plan be submitted to the respective houses for | 
their consideration,—therehy, if possible, to perpetuate the | 
good feeting and anion of the two parties forever; and that | 
the Southern and Northern members in each House respect- 
ively select such persons to serve on said committee in any 
manner they think proper, 


Mr. MEADE said he desired to debate the res- 
olution; and it consequently lies over under the 
rule. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, introduced, on leave, 
a bill to grant the right of way. to the Central || 
Plank Read Company of Alabama; which was | 
read twice-and referred to the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands. 


Mr. INGE introduced on leave a bill for the re- | 
lief of James T. Shackleford; which was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Land Claims. 


THE POWER TO ADMIT NEW STATES. 


Mr. INGE submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, viz: 


Resolved, That under the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress alone is vested with the power to admit 
new States into this Union, and that no other department of 
the Government ought to interfere with the legitimate exer- 
cise thereof. 

Resolved, That the interference of the present Executive 
Administration, through the agency of Mr. T. Butier King, 
in the political affairs of California was unauthorized by the 
Constitution and was a flagrant assumption of the powers of 
Congress. 


Mr. I. moved the previous question on the 
adoption of the resolution. It was not seconded; 
and the resolution lies over under a proposition 
to debate. 

Mr. HILLIARD introduced, on leave, a bill to | 
amend the act to organize the District Court of the 
United States in Alabama; which was twice read, 
and on 

The motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- |! 
sippi, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HILLIARD submitted the following reso- || 
lution, which was agreed to: || 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign | 
Affairs to inquire into the expediency of improving the con- | 


sular system of the United States, with leave to report by | 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. ALSTON presented the joint resolutions | 
of the Legislature of Alabama, desiring that the | 
reserved lands in the county of Clark be admitted |, 
to sale; which was twice read and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 


DUTIES ON SALT. 


Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolu- || 
tion, on which he demanded the previous ques- | 
tion: 

Whereas the act entitled “ An act reducing the duties on | 
imports, and for other purposes” allows a drawback on the | 
foreign salt used in the pickled fish exported to foreign ports ; 
and whereas there is ne law allowing such drawback on the 
foreign salt used in curing pork, beet, bacon, and other | 
meats exported from this country; and whereas there is no 
just reasvn or this discrimination agajnst the great mass of | 
the farmers of the United States: Therefore, 1} 

Resolved, That ‘the Comittee of Ways and Means be in- || 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
placing all exports, pickled, preserved, or cured with foreign 
salt, on an equality, hy allowing adrawback on the salt used, 
or by abolishing all drawbacks and bounties in all cases || 
whatsoever, 


The demand for the previous question, by ayes | 
$1, noes 32, was seconded. 
honey the main question was ordered to be now | 
taken. 
Mr. MARSHALL asked the 
A motion was made that the 
The House refused to adjourn. 
The question was then taken, and the resolution | 
was adopted. 
A motion was then made that the House ad- | 
journ, which was decided in the affirmative—yeas | 
» hays 86. ! 
So the House adjourned. i] 


| 
| 
} 
' 





s and nays. 
ouse adjourn. 





|} can Government. 
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NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Iilinois, gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the loea- 
tion of a section of land in each township in the State of 
IHinois, in lieu of the 16th sections, where said sections 


| have not been appropriated or disposed of for school pur- 


poses, and where the value thereof is below the minimum 


|| price of the public lands. 


Mr. CHANDLER gave notice that he should to-morrow, 
or on some future day, introduce a bill entitled “An act 
providing for the carrying of the United States mail be- 
tween the ports of Philadelphia and Liverpool. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following 


g petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of a large num- 
ber of citizens of Cattaraugus county, New York, calling 
the attention of Congress to the persous held in bondage in 
the District of Columbia. Also, to the imprisonment in 
jails belonging to the United Stites in said Distriet of inno- 
eent persons not charged with the commission of crime, and 
the sale of such persons into slavery to pay the jail fees and 
other expenses of their imprisonment. Also, to the legal 
authorities by which Drayton and Sayre are detained in 
prison. Also, to the law of Congress of 1793, which, as 


| coustrued by some of the courts, makes it penal to relieve 


the hunger of a fugitive slave. Asking for the enactment of 
an ordinance like that of 1757, forever prohibiting slavery in 
the Territories belonging to the United States, and for the 
repeal of all laws enacted by the Federal Government 
against freedom and the fundamental principles of Republi- 
Referred to the Committve on the Judi- 
ciary. 


Also, the petition of Clark Davison and others, at Hart- | 


wick Seninary, Otsego county, New York, calling the atten- 
tion of Congress to the imprisonment of Drayton and Sayre 
—to the retusal of a passport to Henry Hambleton on the 
ground of the color of his skin—to the case ot Edward Brooks, 


| and asking Congress to putan eud to Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


Referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of St. Lawrence county, New 
York, asking Congress to establish the rates of postage on 
Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of Geo. W. Sappington and 
37 others, citizens of Jefferson county, Virginia, praying the 
benefits of cheap postage, by fixing the postage on prepaid 
letters at two cents per half once, and for the free circula- 
tion of newspapers within the congressional district in 
which they are published. 

Also, asimilar petition from Norman Miller and 16 others, 


| citizens of Berkley county, Virginia; both of which were re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of 300 citizens of New 
Bulfalo, Michigan, and one of 200 citizens of Niles, asking 


| an appropriation to construct a harbor at New Buffalo, on 


Lake Michigan. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, the petition of A. C, Vanraulty and 1,000 citizens of 
Alligan and Ottawa counties, for the construction of a har- 


| bor at Black Lake on Lake Michigan. Reterred to the Com- 


mittee un Commerce. ° 

Also, the petition of C. Gurney and 42 citizens of Center- 
ville, Michigan, for reduction of postage Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of 28 citizens of 
Zanesville, Ohio, for cheap postage. - Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Alsu, the petition of 67 citizens of Muskingum county, 


| Ohio, praying Congress to abolish the Chaplaincy and refrain 


from legislation on religious subjects. 
table.. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Horatio Gridley and 
38 others, electors of the town of Berlin, Connecticut, for 
a reduction of postage. Referred tothe Committce on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of 112 citizens of Lehigh 
county, Pennsylvania, asking that such duties may be im- 
posed upon foreign iron as will bring the largest revenue to 
the public treasury. Referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of 70 citizens of Lock- 


Ordered to lie on the 


|| port, New York, asking that the rate of postage on prepaid 


letters be established at two cents per half ounce. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of trustees, teachers, and 
students of Franklin Acadeiny, Steuben county, New York, 
for cheap postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PECK : The several petitions of Samuel Mirriam 
and others, Frederick May and others, and of Erastus Par- 
ker and othefs, citizens of Vermont, for cheap postage. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office aud Post Roads. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: The petition of citizens of Mount 
Savage, Maryland, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Frederick county, Mary- 
land, for cheap postage. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of John G. Binkley and 


| 80 other citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying 


Congress to grant an neerogues for the improvement of 
Portland harbor, on Lake Erie. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Walter L. Sessions, and other citi- 
zens of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to 


| establish a post route from Mayville, in said county, south, 
| by the way of Panama and Lottville, to Laporte, in Warren 
| county, Pennsylvania. 


Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HOLLIDAY: The petition of William Jennings, 
a volunteer in the Mexican war, praying fora pension. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Fredericksburg, 
in Virginia, praying for a reduction of postage on prepaid 
letters. 

Also, the memorial of Carter Pagis, exeeutor, asking for 
cominutation pay, &c. 





Feb. 4, 


By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of William D. 
John M. Glaze, and others, praying the establishment of a 
tri-weekly mail line from Oglethorpe, Or Traveller's Roce 
to Columbus, in the State of Georgia, by way of Hamna.” 


. : bor. 
Pond Town, Fyeam, Pea Ridge, Glenalta, and Hail % 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Offi 
| Roads. ce and Pos 


By Mr. LA SERE: The memnrial of James B. Moore 

| Co., asking the aid of Government in the establishment of 
regular line of mail steamers from California to China ane 
oe Judies. Referred to the Committee on Navaj AL 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Isaac W. Rugg) 
; and others, citizens of Ashland county, Michigan, for acon. 
gress of Nations or some other method of preserving ty ‘ 
peace of the world. ca 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of citizens of Buffalo 
praying for the right of navigating the St. Lawrence riv,2 
to the shipping of the Lakes. 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Wm. Shepherd and 
35 others, citizens of Nansemond county, Virginia, prayin 
the reduction of postage to two certs on all prepaid letters 
mesures to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads, 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of James Jones and 49 
| Others, citizens of Pike ebunty, Ohio, praying Congress to 
| establish the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
| per half ounce. Referred to the Comniittee on the Pos, 
| Office and Post Roads. 3 

By Mr. LIVYTLEFIELD: The petition of Gesrhom Man. 
chester, of Windham, Maine, a revolutionary soldier, 9 
years old, praying for an alteration of the pension jaws, 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The petition of Isaac Lewis and 103 
others, intavor of cheap postage. Referred to the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of James Jones, of the 
city of Richmond, Indiana, praying to be relieved from 
losses sustained by the purchase of certain property in said 
city, fraudulently sold by Daniel Kelso, as an agent of the 
| United States. Referred to the Committee on Claims. 
| _ By Mr. McLANAHAN: The memorial and papers of 
| Juliana Watts and Juliana W. Campbell, heirs at law of 
| General Heury Miller, praying Congress to grant them com- 
| pensation for the military services of the said General Mil- 
| ler during the Revolutionary War. Referred to the Con- 
| mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
| Also, the memorial of General Willis Foulke, of Carlisle, 
| Pennsylvania, praying for an invalid pension for services 
rendered in the war of 1822, as captain in the 22d Regiment 
| 
| 
} 


river 
Referred to the Committee 





of Infantry, United States Army. Referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Henry Alexander, and 195 other citizens of Clarion and 
| Armstrong counties, Pennsylvania, for a mail route from 
| the Clarion and Pittsburg route to Shippenville, Pennsy!- 
| vania, a distance of 21 miles. Referred to the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| _ Also, a petition signed by C. Myers, of Clarion county, 
| | Pennsylvania, and 25 other citizens, for a change in the ex- 
|| isting tariff laws. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 
| Also, a petition signed F. G. Crary, of Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, and 103 other citizens of the saine county, of 
| similar import to the above. Referred to the Committee of 
| Ways and Means. 
| By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Joseph Cook, and 19 
| others, citizens of Pike county, Ohio, setting forth that, in 
| their opinion, the soldiers of the war of 1812, and those of 
| the several Indian wars prior to that time, are preémineutly 
| entitled to the same measure of reward accorded to those 
who served in the war with Mexico, and praying Congress 
| for bounty lands. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 
By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of E. 
| D. Kinnea and others, praying a reduction of postage. Re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
|| By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Edward Neiales, 
| and other inhabitants of Philadelphia, asking for a redue- 
tion of postage on paves letters. Referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. SPALDING, ; 
Ordered, That the petition of the Common Council of 
| Buffalo, and other papers relating to the improvement of 
| Buffalo Harvor, be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 





Mownpay, February 4, 1850. 
Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of 
Newark, New Jersey, numerously signed, asking 
| additional mail facilities between New York and 
California; which was referred to the Committee 
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on the Post Office and Post Roads. Gi 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Easton, in the State of Pennsylvania, in favor of 
cheap postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, a petition from citizens of Pontiac, in 
Michigan, in favor of the settlement of national 
disputes by arbitration; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. = a 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citl- 
zens of Binghampton, and other places, in the 
State of New York, asking that the postage on 
all prepaid letters may be reduced to two cents 
| per half ounce; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ‘ 
Also, from citizens of Rochester, in the State 
| New York, in favor of cheap postage; which was 
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1850. 
= rll to the Committee on the Post Office and 
ds. 
m ~ memorial of Margaret Hetzel, widow 
fhe R. Hetzel, late an assistant quartermaster 
he army, asking to be allowed a commission 
a the disbursements made by her late hus- 
ad of the appropriation for the removal of the 
mnerokee Indians; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. "1 a 
‘Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition of citizens 
Georgia, asking a reduction of the rates of post- 
ve: which was referred to the Committee on the 
Pot Office and Post Roads. ; 
vir. COOPER presented the memorial of Charles 
fp Sibbald, of the city of Philadelphia, in the State 

i Pennsylvania, asking indemnity for loases sus- 

nioed in consequence of the illegal and forcible 

mtry and detaining of his property by agents act- 

i under the authority of the United States; 

eaich was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

wale ten petitions of citizens of Philadelphia, 
pennsylvania, asking that corporal punishment 
nay be abolished in the navy of the United States; 
siso, furty-nine petitions from citizens of the same 
place, asking that corporal punishment may be 
sbolished in both the army and navy; which sev- 
eral petitions were referred to the Committee on 

Naval Affairs. ; Si : 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, asking the repeal or modi- 
fcation of the tariff of 1846; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Seneca county, New York, in favor of the re- 
duction of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial of Josiah Sturgis, an officer in the reve- 
nue cutter service, asking that the benefits of the 
naval pension laws may be extended to the oftfi- 
cersand seamen engaged in the revenue service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, in favor of cheap postage, reducing pre- 
paid letters to the uniform price of two cents per 
half ounce; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented additional docu- 
ments relating to the claims of J. McClintock, 
Harrison Gill, and Mansfield Carter, for services 
rendered at the Great Nemehaw sub-ageucy for 
the Sac and Fox Indians; which were referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Waterbury, Connecticut, asking a reduction of 
the rates of 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land 
ollice at Lebanon, Alabama, asking to be allowed 
a commission on the entry of military bounty land 
warrants; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Providence, Rhode Island, askimg a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Ohio, asking a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Oilice and Post Roads. ’ 

Also, the petition of C. W. Fitch, asking in- 

demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to a select committee. 

_Also, the memorial of George C. Johnson, a 
licensed trader with the Indians, asking the pay- 
ment of a debt due him by the Shawnee Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the United States residing in the valley of 
the northwestern Lakes, in favor of measures to 
acquire the right to the navigation of the St. Law- 
rence; which was referred to the Commitee on 

ommerce, 

Mr. KING 


presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Richard 


Barry, asking indemnity for French 


Spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial 
nee 


at a meeting of officers and soldiers in the 
war with Great Britain, held at Richmond, in 





postage; which was referred to the’ 


| 








the State of Kentucky, asking that those who 
served in'that war may be allowed bounty. land; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of David Noble, on 
the. files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee ot 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Hector St. John Beetley, 
on the files of the Senate, be relerred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of Elijah Buekanon, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, 

Ordered, ‘That the p@ition of Caleb Greene, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Cominittee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, 

Ordered, 'That the petition of Obed Hussey, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Comumtive on Patents and he 
Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, Thatthe petition of William Marvin, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 
Ordered, That Richard M. Livingston, heir of James Liv- 
ingston, have leave to withdraw his petiuion. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of John Mitchell 
for an increase of pension, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied 
by a bill for the further relief of John Mitchell; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Elizabeth Jones, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of klizabeth Jones 
and the children (if any) of John Carr; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Hubert H. Booley, submitted 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of Hubert H. Booley, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Thompson Hutchinson, 
askgng arrears of pension, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of ‘Thompson Hutchinson, 
which was read and ordered to a second réading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Elizabeth Munroe, 
widow of a surgeon in the army, asking a pen- 
sion, submitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill granting a pension 
to Elizabeth Munroe, which was read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of John 
A. McGaw, of New York, submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill granting relief to John A. McGaw, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the papers of Dr. B. F. 
Mullen, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John Dawson, late pen- 
sion agent at Illinois, sabmitted a report, which 
was ordered to be printed, asking to be discharged 
from further consideration of the same. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred the petition of 
Alpheus Alga, Bazil Bumah, Charles Chartae, 
and others, asking to be placed on the same foot- 
ing with the Hungarians in the distribution of 

ublic lands, asked to be discharged from the 
urther consideration of the same, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Rob- 
ert Butler, asking compensation for his property 
taken for public use, submitted an adverse report 
on the same; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Orville B. Deeble and 

C. Bates, asking a grant of land and the 
right of way to aid in the construction of a canal 
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around the Falls of St. Mary’s, submitted a report 
m writing, accompanied by a bill granting to the 
State of Michigan the right of way and a donation 
of public land for the construction of a ship-canal 
around the Falls of St. Mary’s, in said State; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the several memorials of officers and 
soldiers of the late war with Great Britain, askin 
to be allowed bounty land, asked to be jake 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War, giving the names, salaries, &c., 
of the persons employed in the several branches 
of the War Department, reported in favor of 
printing the same ; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of a report of the survey 
and soundings of the harbor of Racine, in the State of Wis- 
consin, made by Lieut. Webstér during the past summer, 
with the acconipanying map and papers; as also with any 
“additional and correct information of the commerce of the 
Lakes” that may be in possession of the Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Topographical Engineers 

Mr. DODGE also submitted the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary oF the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a statement of the amount of 
public money expended for the construction of harbors, the 
building of light-houses, or for other purposes, within the 
present limits of Milwaukee land district, designating each 
object of expenditure, tts locality, purpose, &c. 

Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a suita 


ble depét at Key West for supplies and fuel for the use of 


| the navy. 


Mr. YULEE also submitted the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
quire into the propriety of providing a compensation to the 


| registers and receivers in the Newnansville and St. Augue- 


tine land districts for their services under the act to provide 
for the armed occupation of Flofida. 


Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a na- 
tional foundry in the State of Alabama. 


Mr. CORWIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of providing 
by law for the payment to the Winnebago Indians of the sum 
of $12,000, with interest from March, 1843, alleged to have 
been paid wrongfully to the heirs of James McFarlane. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for a geological survey of Oregon Territory. 


Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause to be Inid he 
fore the Senate the report made to Gen. Persifer P. Smith 
by M. L. Smith, of the Topographical Engineers, upon the 
improvement and draining of the city and valley of Mexico. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. RUSK, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Whom. L. Cazeneau, of Texas; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


PRIORITY OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that if 
there was no further morning business, there was 
a bill which had been ordered to a third reading 
which might now be considered. 

Mr. YULEE. I take the liberty of suggesting 
to the Chair whether the regular business in order 
would not be the consideration of those resolutions 
which are on the calendar, and which relate to 
business pertaining to the morning hour. 

Mr. KING. This bill had better have its third 
reading. 

Mr. YULEE. I desire merely to take up the 
business confined to the morning hour, which has 
not yet expired; the more especially as the Sena- 
tor et Alabama [Mr. Kine] has objected to the 
consideration of resolutions of reference, and the 
only possible chance of having them considered is 
during the morning hour. 
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Mr. KING. The Senator from Florida has 
mistaken me. I did not object to resolutions of 
reference, but to the immediate consideration of 
resolutions which Senators may present calling for 
information, and about which we could know but 
little from the mere hearing of them read. I pre- 
ferred that the rule should be carried out, and that 
they should lie one day at least on the table for 
examination. It must be apparent to all that we 
have passed many resolutions calling for informa- 
tion which can scarcely be obtained during the 
session, imposing a vast deal of labor on the De- 
partments, requiring extra clerk hire, and involv- 
ingjmuch extra expense. It is far better that busi- 
ness should come up and be considered in its 
regular order; and I do not see why the Senator 
should now object to our going on in this course. 

Mr. YULEE. My objection simply was that 
this billdoes not come up now in the regular order, 
and that such order was the consideration of reso- 
lutions on the calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- 
poses this bill to come up in its regular order. 

Mr. YULEE. It is nota part of the morning 
business, { submit to the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 
make any motion? 

Mr. YULEE. Not if the bill comes up in its 
regular order. . 

Mr. PHELPS. Ido not understand this bill, 
and | request that it may lie over. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move, Mr. President, 
that we take up the resolutions which lie on the 
table in their order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideratioa of the regular 
order of the day. The unfinished business is the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan in rela- 
tion to the suspension of diplomatic intercourse 
with Austria. 

Mr. FOOTE. It is understood that the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. Berrien] has the floor, and, 
without desiring to interfere with that arrange- 
ment, with his consentand that of the Senate, 1 
will at this moment offer an amendment to the re- 
solution of the Senator from Michigan, so that it 
shall be before the Senate when the Senator from 
Georgia shall speak. 

The amendment was sent up to the Chair. 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Chair allow me to call 
attention to the 30th rule: 

*<'The special orders of the day shall not be called by the 
Chair beture one o’clock, unless otherwise directed by the 
Senate.” 

1 maintain that the purpose of that rule was to 
enable the ordinary business of the morning hour 
to be transacted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did not design to call for 
the special order, but for the consideration of res- 
olutions lying on the table which I supposed would 
not elicit debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I beg leave to in- 
form the Senator from Florida [Mr. Yuvee] that 
the motion was put, will the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the order of the day? and the 
Senate decided accordingly. The 15th rule is as. 
follows: 

“The unfinished business in which the Senate was en- 
gaged at the last preceding adjournment shall have the pre- 
ference in the special orders of the day.’ 

The resolution of the Senator from Michigan, 
not yet adopted, is one of the orders of the day. 

Mr. YULEE. That may have been the form 
in which the Chair put the question, but I did not 
so understand the object of the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Dickinson. } 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move to pass over the 
resolution of the Senator from Michigan, and that 
those resolutions be taken up, which will not call 
for debate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to make 
an inquiry. The census bill was made the special 
order for to-day, and am I to understand, by the 
decision of to-day, that the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan supersedes it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the im- 
pression of the Chair, under the 15th rule. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I ask the con- 
sent of the Senator from Michigan to allow the 
census bill to be taken up to-day. Iam very far 
from wishing to throw obstacles in the way of the 
consideration of his resolution, but [ hope he will 
yield on this occasion. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the se, 
from Massachusetts make any motion ? _ 
_ Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, I move, if 
is in order to do so, that the orders of the day L 
postponed, with a view to take up the census y . 
The motion to postpone the special orde = 





Mr. CASS. I am anxious that the Senate should 
come to a decision on this subject. Yet I have no 
objection to gratifying the wish of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, except that I understand that 
the Senator from Georgia [Mt. Berrien} wishes 
this morning to offer some remarks on the resolu- 


HOMir. DAVIS, of Massach fence |e a 
r. of Massachusetts. ope the H 
Senator from Georgia will permit the census bill The bill 2 = CENAUS OF 1050. 


rovide for the taking of 
census of the United States was then ave 
in Committee of the Whole. UP & 
The bill having been read through— 
Mr. BORLAND wished to amend the 20:h ger 
tion thereof. , : 
Mr. DAWSON. I pro to amend the jy, 
section. I suppose the better plan will be to 
amend it as we go on, section by section. | p, 
|| pose to strike out of the 10th line of the aq 
| tion the word * annexed,” and insert the worjy 
‘* the tables prepared by the Census Board,” The 
law under which this board acts was passed oy - 
3d of March, 1849. It says that * the Secretary 
‘of State, the Attorney General, and the rat 
* master General shall constitute and be a board to 
‘ be styled the Census Board. Itshall be thedyry 
‘of said board to prepare and cause to be printed 
‘such forms and schedules as may be necessary for 
| ‘the full enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
‘ United States,” going on to specify. The forms 
annexed to the bill are not those made out by the 
board constituted by this law; and I do not think 
myseif, from an examination of both, that thog 
annexed to the bill are as full and comprehensive 
as those made out by the Census Board, and which 


to be taken up and disposed of. I thought it was | 
the understanding of the Senate that this measure | 
should come up this morning. Such, at least, was | 
the understanding I had with the Senator from | 
Mississippi. 

Mr. FOOTE. After the appeal of the Senator | 
from Massachusetts to me, I feel bound to state | 
what has occurred on this subject. The other day, } 
when the Senator from Massaehusetts was entitled || 
to the floor, the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hun- 
TER] was anxious to go on and make his speech, 
the one to which we all listened with such great | 
pleasure the other day, and, on conference with | 
the Senator from Massachusetts, that Senator very | 
courteously agreed to give up the advantage which || 
he possessed, provided we on this side of the |) 
Chamber would unite in yielding to him the floor || 
at as early a period as possible. I found all on || 
this side favorable to the arrangement, and so an- | 
nounced to the Senator from Massachusetts, in | 
consequence of which he agreed to the postpone- | 
ment of this measure; and, for one, I assure him that | 
Lam prepared to carry out the compact. And Lap- || 
peal to my friends to unite with me in doing so, if || 
the Senator from Massachusetts desires it; but I | 
had supposed and hoped that the Senator would | L D 
not have recognized the matter as so particularly || are in conformity to the law of 1849. The amend. 
urgent as to need pressing this week, as the gen- || ment I proposeis to strike out the word “annexed” 
tleman from Georgia and others are desirous of || in the 10th line of the Ist section, and to insert in 
being heard this morning. However, | will stand || lieu thereof the words ‘‘ the tables prepared by 
by the compact to the full extent of my promise. || the Census Board.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I regret that || Mr. BORLAND withdrew his amendment. 
I feel called upon to press the consideration of this || Mr. DAWSON. I wish to observe that the 
measure against the wishes of the Senator from || amendment which I propose does not diminish the 
Georgia; but it does seem to me that it has been || requisitions of the annexed forms proposed by the 
postponed now beyond what the public exigencies || committee, but is intended to increase the number 
demand, and | therefore hope that by general con- || of heads, and to make the statistics fuller. 
sent it will be taken up this morning and disposed Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I had intended 
to say a word in regard to the proceedings of the 
| committee before any amendments were proposed, 
_ and I will take this opportunity to do so. This, 


of. 

Mr. BERRIEN. It is a mere question of or- 
der, | apprehend, in the course of the proceedings 
of the Senate. The private understanding between | as the Senate is aware, is a very complicated sub- 
gentlemen on either side of the Chamber cannot, I | ject. It is true that Congress so far acted on the 
apprehend, affect that order. ‘The unfinished busi- || matter at the last session as to pass a law, which 
ness of the day, when the Senate was last in ses- || has been »dverted to by the Senator from Georgia, 
sion, is the business first ip order to-day, and that | [Mr. Dawson,] giving direction to the Census 
unfinished business is the resolution introduced || Board to prepare blanks. That board made a 
by the Senator from Michigan. 1 am perfectly || very brief report to the Senate, accompanied by 
willing to acquiesce in the decision of the Senate. | no blanks, which report is upon your tables, and 

| 
| 





I state merely what | regard to be the right, founded || has been referred to this committee. The com- 
on the established usage of the Senate. __ || mittee took it up, and they have carried the busi- 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I only wish || ness forward with the aid of such information as 
my friend from Georgia to consider that the reso- || has been collected during the vacation between 
lution referred to by him, gets its precedence by || the last and the present session, and, after a very 
my giving way, with the understanding that this | laborious effort, they have framed a set of tables, 
measure should come up to-day. It gets its pref- | numbering from one to six inclusive, which ar 
erence on the calendar by my consent to give way, || annexed to the present bill, and have been printed 
on Wednesday or Thursday, when the matter was || and been before the;Senate for some days. This 
lastup. It seems to me that it ought now to be 1 has not been done without care, without reflec- 
restored to its proper place on the docket. | tion, and without a great deal of consideration of 

Mr. KING. All will perceive that we shall get || the subject. They have endeavored to comply, 38 
through business much more rapidly if we suffer || far as they could, with what they deemed to be 
one matter to be discussed and decided at a time. || the spirit of the law of last session, and to make 
When the Senator, therefore, gave way to take up || its provisions in conformity with what they deemed 
another subject, it was with the understanding; | || to be the wish and will of Congress. Their labors 
are now under consideration, and the honorable 


suppose, that it was to be finally disposed of, and 
that we were not to go on and discuss it for a day, | Senator from Georgia proposes to strike them out 
and then lay it aside, and then take up another entirely, and to insert the tables which have been 
matter and discuss it and leave it undecided, until | prepared, as I understand it, by the board ap- 
the calendar became overloaded with unfinished | pointed to make tables on this vabjeat: I ask my 
business. I have made no compact, and entered || friend from Georgia in what these tables, which he 
into no arrangement of any kind,.and never will. i calls the tables prepared by that board, differ from 
1 wish to see the orders of the day taken up reg- || the tables prepared by the Senate’s committee’ 
ularly as they arise, and if we are prepared to act And, if he has the official tables furnished by tht! 
on them, to go on with their consideration; if not, | board, I take leave to ask him, and I do it with all 
to postpone them, and let some other matter come || respect and deference, where he obtained them: 

up, and not, as is proposed now, to postpone | Mr. DAWSON. From the Secretary of the 











with a view to take up any other subject. Icon- || Board of Census. 

sider it of great importance that we should dispose Mr. DAVIS. Will you be good enough to ls 
of this subject as soon as possible. There are va- || them before us, and state wherein they differ’ 

rious reasons, which I will not assign, why it Mr. DAWSON. There is some difference ™ 
should be disposd of, and I trust he Rhee will | the arrangement of the various heads of business. 
go on in regular order, and get a final decision on Mr. DAVIS. I must say, because truth de- 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Mich- mands it, that no tables were laid before this co™ 
igan. ‘ | mittee from the Census Board. There were table 
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hoard, but take it they are not the tables laid be- 
ore the Senator from Georgia. 
“Mr. DAWSON, (in his seat.) They are very 
ui, DAVIS. But they are quite a different set 
B com those which were laid before the Senate. We 
; those tables which the census board disclaim, 
Shieh they do not recognize as their tables, but 
which were framed, as the secretary says, on in- 
formation furnished by himself, but adopted by 
ihe board. The board disclaimed this fact, and 
therefore we had no table before the committee 
which was presented by the board at all. Under 
these circumstances the committee proceeded to 
jischarge the duty imposed on them by the Sen- 
ein good faith; and they took such material as 
they had, and out of that material, and according 
io iheir own judgment, they framed tables which 
ae now in print upon the tables of the Senate. 
Sir, | never heard of any official tables until after 
the report of the committee was made, and this bill 
and the tables accompanying it were printed. After 
that, [did hear, and { was informed from a source 
ypon which 1 placed reliance, that a set of tables 
were prepared by the board. And while I say 
this 1 do not mean to undervalue the services of 
the board or the secretary, or anybody else. 1 am 
put stating the facts as they exist. 

Now | have compared these tables—called offi- 
cial tables—with those prepared by the Senate’s 
committee, and I say-to the Senator from Georgia, 
and to the Senate, and I think the committee will 
bear me out in it, that there is no very essential 
variation between the two tables. There is a va- 
ration in some things. ‘There is a different order 
and a different arrangement, and some things are 
provided for of not very great consideration in the 
official tables, as they are called, that are not pro- 
vided for, perhaps, in the tables of the committee; 
but | believe that everything that is considered es- 
sential is provided for in the tables of the commit- 
ee; and provided for by an arrangement, in my 
judgment, altogether superior to those now pro- 
posed by the Senator from Georgia. It required a 
great deal of labor to condense these tables, and to 
bring them into shape so as to secure the informa- 
tion sought to be obtained in an accurate way. 
The committee have labored and have arranged 
and re-arranged these tables, until they believe 
they are in as good a condition, and in a form as 
well adapted to obtain the information which is 
sought for, as they are able to put them into, in 
the exercise of their judgment and understanding on 
the subject. 

This motion was entirely unexpected by the 
committee; and, as it seemed to demand an ex- 
planation, | have made it, and leave it to the Senate 
\o judge between the two sets of tables, if they 
shall think it worth their while to go into that ex- 
amination. I believé that, so far as regards the 
table of white population, there is no essential 
diflerence between them. So tar as regards the 
lable relating to the slave population, there 1s no 
difference of any consequence. So far as regards the 
lable in relation to manufactures and the products 
of industry, there is no essential diflerence between 
the tables. So far as regards the agricultural tabie, 
there is a slight difference, and we found it indis- 
pensable to make a difference in a very great and 
material point. Itis necessary to their economical 
arrangement that these tabies should be printed on 
paper of a given size, and we found it necessary 
lo reduce that table somewhat for this reason. but 
we transferred all the elements of this reducuon 

into what is called the sixth table, of social statis- 
lcs. Nearly the whole and the only substantial 
change made in the table, after looking the system 
through, is that in certain products the value shall 

taken, instead of the whole amount produced. 

hen the committee looked through it, and saw 
the labors imposed on the persons who are to be 
Sent out to take this information, they perceived 
that it was indispensable to keep an eye on the 
matter, or such a mass of duties would Le accu- 
mulated on them as, to a certain eXtent, to defeat 
the object in view. {Lt must not be made too labo- 
rious and complex for those who are to take the 
enumeration; and that point was kept steadily in 
view by the committee; and, in considermg the 
tables, they had reference to that fact, in order that 
Wie duties of the persons taking the enumeration 
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spite us when we met, which the secretary of forms made so as to be understood by any person 
. poard eee as coming from the census | of common sagacity. We think we have made a 
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] such an expenditure. So far as I am acquainted 


| with the matter, [ fully concur in the views ex- 
good arrangement in that particular. It has not | pressed by the chairman of the committee. My 


been done without a great deal of labor and con- | own health was not such as to permit my regular 
sideration having been spent upon it by the com- | and constant participation in the labors of the com- 
mittee. It is the result of their best efforts. All | mittee. But that gentleman labored day and night 
worked upon it, without exception, and, L believe, | in obtaining information upon the subject of the 
all are satusfied with the tables; and | see no good || census; ant he has discharged his duty in such a 
_reason, after they have made their report, why @ || way as to entitle him to the respect of the residue 
_ set of tables we have never seen ull to-day, should || of the committee, as well as of the entire Senate. 
now be brought in to supplant them, more espe- } There has been no information furnished by the 
| cially when the tables of the committee are supe- | Census Board that was instituted by law during 


| rior to those thus presented. ; the last session; or, if there was any information 
Mr. DAWSON. Itis stated by the chairman | of any value procured by that board, | am entire- 


| of the committee that there is very little ‘differ- | ly ignorant of it. They kept it to themselves, un- 
ence between the tables that have been prepared | Jess they furnished the gentleman from Georgia 
by the Board of Census and those prepared by the || with it. 

/ committee. Now, I will state to the Senate a fact Sir, in the absence of that information, the 

| in relation to this matter. ‘The Board of Census, || chairman of the committee, as well as every mem- 

| constituted under the act of last session, have dis- | ber of the committee—and there were members 

| charged the duties imposed upon them. ‘They 


from the North and South, the East and West, 
| have entered into a contract and have expended || from slave States and from free States, upon the 
| avout nine thousand out of the sum of ten thou- 


| ) || committee—labored day and night in procuring in- 
sand dollars that was appropriated for the pur- || formation—which they did not possess themselves 


chase of paper and the prinung of forms, in order || —from other gentlemen acquainted with the sub- 
| to be ready, as soon as the bill was passed, to || ject, and they have succeeded in constructing the 
enter upon the work of taking the census. 1 un- || bill which is now before the Senate for discussion. 
derstand that the paper has been purchased in All 1 can say, sir, is this, that if the Board of 
Philadelphia, and has arrived, or is expected to | Census bas expended nine thousand dollars in 
| arrive here to-day, to be used according to the | preparing tables and purchasing paper, | think 
| plan proposed by the Board of Census; and a@ | that fact should have been divulged to us while 
change of the forms adopted by the board will | we were acting under the instructions of this body, 
render it impossible to use the paper that has thus || and not furnished to the Senator from Georgia, to 
been purchased. || be brought in at this stage of the proceedings, to 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Will the | create opposition to this bill, and thus to defeat the 
Senator from Georgia allow me to ask him — jabors of the committee. It is true, some tables 
whether there has been any prinung done? were furnished to the committee, but those tables 
Mr. DAWSON. 1 understand mere has. no member of the committee thought sufficiently 
Mr. DAVIS. Have the tables been stereo- matured to bring before the Senate. 


typed ? I merely rose, sir, for the purpose of bearing 
Mr. DAWSON. testimony to the correctness of the statement of 
| already stereotyped. | the chairman of the committee, who is, in my 
Mr. DAVIS. Not at all. |, opinion, entitled to great credit for the lavor which 
| Mr. DAWSON. I understand from an officer he has bestowed upon the,subject. 


of the Board of Census that such is the case. || Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If the Senate 
Mr. DAVIS. The Senator must have been | will bear with me for a moment, | will state that 


misinformed. ‘| Lam unable to speak with certainty as to whether 
| Mr. DAWSON. Well, whether there has been || the paper alluded to has been purchased or not. I 

any printing done or not, one thing is certain, that || take it for granted, however, that some paper has 
the pauper must necessarily correspond with the | been purchased. But, let me say to you, Mr. 
stereotyped plate; and it ts certain also that nine President, and to the Senate, that the facts in m- 
thousand doilars have been expended in the pur- | gard to this matter should not be misrepresented. 
chase of paper, which, | understand, will arrive M worthy friend from Georgia says—what io 
| to-day; and that paper is made to correspond with | doubt he believes—that if the tables prepared by 

the tavles. If this be not the case, the better plan | the Board of Census are not used, there will be a 
| will be to move that the commitee rise, or else | sacrifice or loss of some eight or nine thousand 

postpone the further consideration of the subject dollars. Whether that amount of paper has 
ior a day or two, in order that we may be more | been purchased or not, 1 am unable to say. But, 
thoroughly informed with regard to it. ‘Lhe Presi- | let me say to you, sir, and in the hearing of those 
dent in his message communicated to Congress | who-made this statement to the honorable Senator, 
the fact that the Buard of Census had discharged | that these tables have been prepared by the com- 


their duty, and had directed the necessary papers || mittee with a studious reference to the size of the 


1 understand that they are 





to be prepared and sent out to the marshals in the paper, in order that it may be suitable for the 
different parts of the Umon. _|| purpose for which it is intended, and a studious 
1 propose, sir, that the further consideration of | reference to having the tables prepared for paper 
the subject be postponed, in order that we may be |) of the size of that which it is said has been pur- 
better informed in relation to it. | wall remark || chased. Now, sir, in view of this fact, if | do not 
that | have derived my informauon from the | misapprehend the subject altogether, there will be 
Buard of Census. ‘I'hat information may be 1.- || no pecuniary loss incurred from purchasing this 
correct, however; if so, | shall be happy to be set 1 paper, for it may be used in the printing of the 
right with regard to it, _ || forms proposed by the committee. I know my 
Mr. MANGUM. In view of these conflicting || friend from Georgia believes what he states, but f 
opmions and conflicting statements, su, 1 am of || think he is entirely mistaken in his view of the 
Opinon that we shuuld not adopt hasuly a plan or | matter, and that there is no difference, ina pecu- 
| Diary point of view, whether we print the tables 

prepared by the Census Board or those which 
| have been reported by the committee, ard now 
_Lefore the Senate. They are both adapted to the 
size of paper that is said to have been purchased; 


set of forms that will occasion the throwing away 
of several thousand dollars. As to-day has been | 
appropriated to unfinished business, upon which 
my frend from Georgia |Mr. beraien| proposes 
to address the Senate—who ought in ail courtesy |, 
to be heard—I move that the bili lie upon the tabié || so that the work will go on in the same manner, 
tor the present. _ whether we use the one set of tables or the other. 
Myr. SHIELDS. Will the Senator from North || Mr. HUNTER. [ would inquire of the honor- 
Carolina withdraw that mouon for a moment? able Senator from Georgia whether there was any 
Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. || authority vested in the Census Board by the act of 
_Mr. SHIELDS. | shail not enter into a discus- || jast session to have this work executed ? 
sion of this quesuion, Mr. President. 1 simply || Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Certainly there was. 
wish 10 bear testimony to the truth of the state- | Mr. DAWSON. Certainly; I will read the law: 
ment made by the chairman of the committee, of } AN ACT to make arrangements for taking tie 7th Census. 
which | have the honor to be a member. If the |) 5) iy acted, &c. That the Secretary of State, the Attor- 
Board of Census has incurred the expenditure || ney General, and the Postmaster General shail constitute 
which the Senator from Georgia says they have | and be a board, to be styled the Census Board ; that it stall 
incurred, 1 cannot but think it a very censurable || be the duty of the said board to prepare and cause to be 


“on Tg |, printed such forms and schedules as may be necessary for 
proceeding ; for there has been nothing exhibited | the full enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States ; 
to us which is sufficient, in my opinion, to justify |) and also proper forms and schedules for collecting, in statis- 
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mines, agriculture, commerce, manufactures, education, 
and other topics, as will exhibit a fall view of the pursuits, 


provided that the number of said inquiries, exciusive of the 
enumeration, shall not exceed one hundred, and that the 
expense incurred in preparing and printing said forms and 
schedules shall not exceed ten thousand dollars. 


I do not think, sir, that lam mistaken in rela- || 


tion to the information I have received. If it be 


az | have stated, the Senate ought to know it; and | 


if it be not 30, a postponement of the consideration 
of the subject until to-morrow will enable us to 
procure further information, so that we shall be 
able to act upon the subject understandingly. 

Mr. DAVIS. We can get no new information, 
Mr. President, by a postponement of this ques- 
tion; for we have already been informed from a 
source which I believe to be perfectly satisfactory; 
one in which I have entire confidence—that no 

winting has been done; none whatever. Perhaps 
i had no right so to do, but, sir, | advised that 
none should be done; because I thought it very 
probable that there would be some change made 
in the forms; for I believed that, in many particu- 
lars, they could be greatly improved, and | cannot 
think that there has been any printing done, ex- 
cept, perhaps, some forms such as are contained 

_in the bill itself. It seems to me that there is no 
substantial reason why the consideration of this 
bill should be postponed; there can be no new 
light upon it bicught before the Senate: nor is 
there any plausible reason why the tables of the 
committee should be supplanted by those of the 
Board of Census, which have been offered by the 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I beg leave to make a 
brief statement to the Senate in relation to this 
matter, When the Census Committee met cer- 
tain tables were presented for their consideration, 
and the committee took them up, and proceeded, 
jtem by item, to consider the matters contained in 
them. Various amendments were made to those 
tables by the committee, and the gentleman who, it 
was understood, officiated on behalf of the Census 
Board, in attendance, ‘expressed himself pleased 
and satisfied with some of the amendments made 
by the committee, and proposed to obtain them as 
soon as practicable, for the purpose of having them 
printed with the tables that might thereafter be 
made out. My understanding was at that time, 
and during the whole consideration of the subject 
by the committee, that none of the tables had been 
stereotyped and printed for the purpose of distribu- 
tion among the assistant marshals. If such had been 
the fact, it seems to me it must have been commu- 
nicated to the committee, from what took place in 
committee, and between the committee and the 
genteman who superintended the business on be- 
half of the Census Board. The cominittee proceeded 
in that way, sir, until our tables were made out. 
I did not understand that the tables which had been 
furnished us by Mr. Kennedy—for I may as well 
name the gentleman—the secretary of the board, 


had met the sanction of the board, After our tables | 


had all been adopted, the chairman of the commit- 
tee waited on me,a day or two since, and presented 
this paper, which I now hold in my hand, as the 
official act of the Census Board; anu the names of 
gentlemen composing that board are attached to 
that paper; and this 1s the first paper which I have 
ever received, or had a sight of, that has been cer- 
tified to have been an official act on the part of the 
Census Board with reference to the formation of 
these tables. This was shown to me yesterday or 
the day before by the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. It was delivered to me since the 
bill and the tables prepared by the committee were 

rinted, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The gentleman says it 
was delivered to him after the b 
reported by the committee had been printed. Now, 
I have no sort of feeling about the matter. I onl 
want the Senate to take that set of tables which 
will best answer the purpose for which they are 
intended. Lam entirely content with, and would 
even prefer, to adhere to the tables which have 


been made out by the committee after great delib- | 


eration. 


ill and the tables | 
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1! : 
industry, education, and resourees of the country; it being {| embraced, 


|| that there is not as much comprehended in these 
} tables as in those of the census board. 
| 


| ter, cheese, fated cattle, and all such matters are 
It is a mistake, therefore, to sup 


Mr, DAWSON. The aggregate quantity sold 
is there, but not the quantity produced, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. ‘The matter was duly 
| canvassed by the committee, and | will now state 
to the Senate that our tables are prepared witha 
| view to contain an account of ail those articles 
| which have been sold, omitting those which have 
been consumed in families. The committee thought 
that it would be almost impossible to obtain any 
accurate information as to the quantity of milk, 
butter, garden vegetables, fruits, and things of 
that sort consumed in private families. 1 can only 
say, sir, for one, that it would be utterly impossi- 
ble for me to give an account of the amount con- 
sumed in my family, by any account kept or esti- 
mate made from day to day, from week to week, 
or from month to month, because no such account 
is ever kept; and the only way in which | could 
arrive at any estimate at all would be to say we 
had milk and butter and vegetables and fruit 
enough for so many mouths, as much as they 
could consume, and then form a conjecture as to 
how much that number of mouths could consume; 
that is the only account I could give, and Ido not 
| think that any family in the country could come 
| any nearer to the true quantity than could be done 
| by this method. Our tables embrace every article 
| that is the subject-matter of trade, every article 
| which has been sold, and from which the family 
derived revenue. And the committee supposed 
| that, when you had obtained all the information 
in regard to the profit made in dairies, the profit 
upon milk and butter, the profit upon produce of 
market gardens, it would be a very easy matter to 
consider how much the family having these estab- 
lishments would probably consume; and that you 
would thereby save the assistant marshal from a 
great deal of lavor, and loss of time by detention 
atthe different farm-houses in making inquiries. 
Let gentlemen ask themselves how long the assist- 
ant marshal would be detained at each place ma- 
king inquiries as to how much milk and butter, 
fruius and vegetables were annually consumed in 
the family. 

Sir, the committee considered all these things, 
and they thought that, when the time that would 
thus be consumed by the assistant marshal in 
making these inquiries came to be considered, the 
expense would be greatly disproportioned to the 
oa of the information when obtained; and there- 
fore we limited our amount of information to those 
articles which the family might sell, to the profit 
they might make, leaving everybody to estimate 
| for themselves the quantity which would naturally 
enter into family consumption. If this bill is to 
be proceeded with at this time, | suppose the 
proper way would be to take up the tables that 
have been furnished by the census board, and the 
tables that have been prepared by the Committee 
on the Census, and read item by item, so that a 
proper comparison may be made. 

i dislike very much, sir, to go into a comparison 
of this sort now, but I will venture to say that if 
you take up the tables and make the comparison, 
you will find that the tables which the committee 
have reported do embrace every essential item that 
is comprehended in the tables of the census board, 
with some additions. To name one, the committee 
| have reported a column in their tables for the 
| number of rooms in a dwelling house. The tables 
of the census board have no such column. They 
merely provide for recording the number of dwel- 
ling houses. The object of the committee was to 
ascertain how the population of the country is 
located—how provided for; and we thought that, 
by inserting a column for the number of rooms in 
a dwelling house, as the amount recorded in the 
column for population would show the number of 
persons, you might obtain the basis of a very cer- 
rect judgment as to the manner in which the fami- 
lies of the country are provided for. Our tables, 
theretore, it seems to me, will contain more full 
and complete information in relation to the families 








My friend from Georgia is entirely mistaken in | 


supposing that the tables certified by the census || 


board are more extensive in their operation than | 


those prepared by the Committee on the Census. 
I believe they are less so. it will be found, sir, 





throughout the country than those furnished by 
the census board. 

Sir, I shall not go into a discussion of this mat- 
ter, unless it become necessary to do so, in conse- 
quence of arguments that may be advanced’ in 
| Opposition to the views of the committee, as I 
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tical tables, under proper heads, such information as to | upon an examination of our tables, that milk, but- || understand it is designed to subm 
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until some future day. Let that Dare be et 





postpone the further consideration 


posed of. Iam inclined to vote 
ever; for it is believed by some gentlemen to |, 
an important matter to get this thing under 
and adopt some tables, so that the Census Band 
may oxpred wan nine or ten thousand dolla 
which I believe has not vet been ex nied 2 
purchasing paper, and printing the tables and ? 
king measures to have them distritbnted througt, 
out the country. I think, therefore, althoy hI 
have a great desire to hear the gentleman ; 
Georgia, that the public interest will be 
by disposing of this matter to-day. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I hope, sir, that the dis 081 
tion which may be made of this bill will not en 
depend upon any consideration which is persop 
to myself. I rise merely for the purpose of sq 7 
ing that, looking to the suggestion that has been 
made by my colleague, the question does not ap. 
pear to me to be as to the comparative merits of {) 
tables which have been prepared by the Coneas 
Board and those piasental ea the Census Commit. 
tee, but that the real question for the consideratign 
of the Senate is, whether an existing law of th, 
United States, partially executed, shall be carrie 
into effect? or, whether we shall substitute for the 
results which have been created under the provis- 
ions of that law, the report of a committee, which 
with great respect for the honorable members com, 
posing it, seems to me not to have been contem. 
plated when that committee was selected. [jf | 
understand this matter, sir, at the last session of 
Congress you passed a law by which you consi. 
tuted a Census Board, and that Census Board was 
required to perform certain duties. You have the 
message of the President of the United States jp. 
forming you that those duties have been performed 
by the Board, and recommending to Congress tha: 
a law be passed to carry into effect the measure 
contemplated by the act of the preceding session, 
Now, sir, I inquired at the Secretary’s table for 
the purpose of ascertaining what was the specific 
authority under which this select committee was 
raised, and I understood it was raised for the pur- 
pose of a general reference to it of that portion of 
the President’s message which relates to the sub- 
ject of the census; and if the Senate will indulge 
me for a moment by referring to the existing law, 
and to the sources of authority under which the 
committee have acted, I apprehend they will see, 
as I have stated in the outset, that this is nota 
question of the comparative merits of the tables 
which have been prepared respectively by the cen- 
sus board and by the census committee. The ac- 
requires, after providing for the construction of a 
board: 

“That it shall be the duty of the said board to prepare 
and cause to be printed such forms and schedules as way 
be necessary for the full enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States ; and also proper forms and schedules for 
collecting, in statistical tables,«under proper heads, such 
information as to mines, agriculture, commerce, manulac- 
tures, education, and other topics, as will exhibitafull view 
of the pursuits, industry, education, and resources of the 
country.” 

Now, sir, adverting to that law the President of 
the United States, in his annual message, says: 

“That by the act of the 3d March, 1849, a board was con- 
stituted to make arrangements for faking the seventh census, 
&c.;”? and that it was made the duty of this board “ to pre- 
pare and cause to be printed such forms and schedules as 
might be necessary for the full enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, and also for the collection of other 
statistics.’? 


The message then adds: 

“The duties enjoined upon the census board thus estad- 
lished having been performed, it now rests with Congress to 
enact a law for carrying into effect the provision of the Con- 
stitution which requires an actual enumeration of the peo 
ple of the United States within the ensuing year.” 

The Senate is then aware that there is an exist- 
ing law which requires this duty of preparing 
tables to be performed, not by a committee of the 
Senate, but by a board created under the law. 
The Senate is also informed, by the annual mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, that 
this duty has been performed by the board so act- 
ing under the existing law; and that the whole 
duty which has been confided to the census com- 
mittee has been to consider that portion of the 
President’s message which relates to this subject. 
Now, sir, what would seem to have been univer 
sally considered as the duty of a select committee, 
raised under the provisions of such a law, and 


against it, how. 
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with reference to such a communication from thy 
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nsident of the United States? Was it to set | 
jown and prepare tables for the taking of the 
nsus under the provisions of the Constitution ? 
. sir; the committee were informed that that 
vad been already done under the provisions of the 
wxisting law; and it seems to me, with great re- 
wect for the committee, that what remained for 
them to.do was to prepare a bill which should 
arty out the provision of the Constitution, hav- 
ing reference to what, under authority of law, had 
siready been done. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, I am somewhat sur- 
jsed, sit, at the argument which I have just 
[ard I understood, when this law was passed 
atthe last session, that it was designed that the | 
Census Board should procure proper information 
ss to the best mode of taking the census; and that 
they should likewise prepare such forms and sched- 
yes as might be necessary, so that they might 
be submitted to the consideratiof of the present 








Congress for their action. Now, sir, am I alto- | 


gether deceived and mistaken in that supposition? 
lam, if the argument of the gentleman from Geor- 
via be correct. What is that argument? 
that the census board shall prepare such forms as 
they think proper, and that Congress, without 
considering those forms—without knowing what it 
ig that the board have provided—without ascer- 
taining What particular subjects the board design 
to investigate—have nothing further to do than to 
appropriate money to carry into execution a 
scheme that we know nothing about. 


It is | 
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me a very short notice. I have maintained the } 


of the census board ought to have gone to the 


proposition that, forasmuch as the power to pre- || committee with the message, and the committee 


pee these tables was, by an existing law of the || 
ast session, conferred upon a board designated | 


would then have been at liberty to make such 
alterations and changes in them as they might 


in that law, therefore it was not within the com- || have considered proper to be mate. 


petency of a committee of this body, raised with- 


All that f contend for is, that there is no prinei- 


out any special instruction upon the subject, and | ple of the law of the last session which binds us to 


with instructions that enforced the direct reverse, 
that it was not in the power of that committee to | 
disregard the provisions of our existing law. 
That is the whole extent of the argument I have 
submitted. 

Now, in regard to the construction of the law. 
If that construction is to be made by looking at its 
terms, there are certain rules by which we may | 


arrive at the correct interpretation of it; but if itis || 


to be made according to the understanding which 
the Senator from Kentucky had at the time when 
he assented to the passage of the law, we are at 
fault. Looking at the provisions of the act itself, 
1 maintain that the proposition | before stated is 
fully sustained. The Congress of the United 
States, in the enactment of this law, selected with 
great care, in the first place, the public officers who 
| were to constitute the board. They were not 
| persons likely to indulge in the vagaries suggested 
by the Senator from Kentucky; but having made 
this selection, Congress imposed upon them spe- 
cific duties. Lest by possivility they might mul- 
uply subjects of inquiry beyond what Congress 


|, contemplated, they were limited expressly by the 


It seems to | 


me that that is the drfft of the argument we have | 


inst heard; and I must acknowledge that, if that is 
the extent of the obligation imposed upon us by 
the law of the last session, | did not understand it 
so at the time; I had no idea by that law of pledg- 
ing myself to the execution of a system formed by 
the census board of which I knew nothing; and 
that we were to give them a carte blanche to provide 
just what system they pleased; and that we were 
to take it upon faith without looking at it. I never 
dreamed of such a thing as that. Sir, if we are to 
inspect what they have done, and, approving of it, 


to make it an act of Congress, then, sir, it 1s sub- | 


ject to any amendment which Congress may,think 
proper to make. Now, I admit that you ought 
not, if the board have incurred an expenditure, to 
change the plan, unless some good reason be given 
for it. I think you ought, as an act of courtesy to 


them, and in view of the interests of the country, || 


to accept any scheme that they might submit, un- 
less it were subject to serious objections, and that 
you ought to appropriate the money to carry it out. 

But, sir, I utterly protest against the idea that, 


hecause we passed the law organizing this census | 


board, we are bound, without any further exam- 
ination, to take whatever they submit, and carry 
it into effect. This Congress has the right, in 
executing the law of the last session, to supervise 
what that census board has done; and if there is 
any defect in the scheme they propose, it is our 
hounden duty to remedy it. Suppose this census 
board had extended their inquiries to five hundred 
frivolous matters which Congress might think 
would not be of any essential service in obtaining 
statistics throuzh the assistance of deputy mar- 
shals, are we bound to carry the inquiries, through 
our deputies, to the fullest extent which the cen- 
sus board may direct? Or suppose, on the other 
hand, instead of being too latitudinous, they do 
hotextend it far enough in the opinion of Con- 
gress, are we to stop short of getting the necessary 
information merely because the census board, act- 
ing under the authority of law, has not, in the 
formation of tables, gone far enough? Certainly 
not. We havea reht to correct these extremes 
during the present session; and ali I contend 
for is, that, by the tables that have been formed 
by the committee, we have guarded against these 
extremes; at all events, that we have judged in 
relation to the matter as we had a right to do, and 
have formed a set of tables that will compare fa- 
Vorably with the tables of the census board. I 
think, then, there is no foundation, growing out of 
the law of the last session, for the opinion that 

ngress is bound to adopt whatever may be re- 
commended by the census board, which I appre- 
hend to be the position taken by the Senator from 
Georgia, from the tenor of the remarks which he 
has made, 

Mr. BERRIEN. The observations of the Sen- 


vo from Kentucky, with reference to the remarks 


terms of the law itself. The idea of the Senator 
from Kentucky is, that what was contemplated by 
| this act of Congress was, that this board should 
prepare a report, which report should be submitted | 
to this Congress for its action and correction if | 


found necessary. If such had been the object of 
the law, certainly you would have found it so ex- 
pressed in its provisions, and instead of requiring 
| that the board, when it had completed its labors, 
| should proceed to present them, they might have | 


| termined upon by the board should have been sub- | 
mitted to Congress at the present session. 
sir, has not Congress delivered its whole authority 
to the board when. it has authorized them to pre- | 
| pare these tables and to print and publish them? | 
| Though I do not mean to say that this body is 
precluded from acting om this subject, yet | do 
mean to say that to act upon it they must repeal 
the act of last session and take the consequences 
| that may have resulted as to expenditures under 
that law. But what | maintain is, that it is not | 
competent for a committee raised to take into con- 
sideration a portion of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, recommending that a 
law already passed by Congress be carried into 
effect, totally to disregard its provisions, and to | 
substitute a scheme of their own. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


| Senator from Georgia, that the committee were 
charged with a violation of duty, or with tran- 
|| scending their authority under the commitment of 
the subject of the census to that committee. Nor 
has my friend from Georgia who makes the 
charge brought forward any specific statement by 
way of reference to documents to show how we 


to us? 


committee. 
to consider the subject of the seventh census. 
| Now, sir, having, raised a committee on the sub- 
| 4st of the seventh census, and having had the 


| 


|| us, embracing the law of Jast session, could be 
| legitimately considered by the committee, and 


recommend to the consideration of the Senate 





| proper. 
|| paring the tables which they have subrhitted with 
| their report. Sir, let me ask you if this census 
| board had made their tables and completed their 
|| work under the act, whether the whole subject 
| ought not to have been referred to the committee— 





with the President’s message to the committee? 


| adhere to the propositions suggested by the census 


board. And if you concede that Congress has a 
right further to act upon the subject, that ve 
consideration embraces the power to change, modi- 


|| fy, or alter, whenever the committee find it neces- 
¢ wy or think proper to make alterations. 


he Senator from Georgia says that this census 
board was composed of gentlemen whu would not 
indulge in vagaries, as [ suggested. Sir, 1 am 
very happy to know that the official dignitaries of 
this country would not be likely to extend, as I 
remarked they might do, their inquiries into de- 
tails greatly beyond what would be proper; nor 
would they, in all likelihood, fall short of many of 
the things that ought to be embraced. But the 
very act itself, as the gentleman has remarked, 
does not give them unlimited discretion or unlimited 
control over the subject. It restricts them from 


| going to the length to which they otherwise might 


| have gone. 


| 


| have violated our duty or transcended our au- | 
thority. Now, sir, what is the authority given | 


The committee was raised generally | 


| President’s message embracing that subject com- | 
| mitted to us, it does seem to me that everything | 
| connected with the subject, in prospect or behind | 


| such alterations and changes as we might deem | 
I deny, sir, that the committee has | 
| transcended its authority, and particularly in pre- | 


They have not been left at liberty to 
be influenced by their own discretion and judgment 
on the subject. But, although I concede to the 
gentlemen composing this census board great in- 
telligence, patriotism, excellent judgment, still, 
notwithstanding, that judgment, patriotism, and 
intelligence is not above the supervision of the law- 
making power; and unless you can bind us down 
by this act of the last session—a thing which't 
think could not be done—to take their work with- 
out Investigation, | assert that we have a right to 
investigate, and that we should not have the tables 
of the census board forced upon us, as it were, by 
an interpretation of the act \hat we have not con- 
tended for. The gentleman from Georgia is en- 


/simply asked that a draught of the tables so de- | deavoring to maintain before the Senate that we 


are bound, in consequence of the act of last session, 


But, | to take what this board has done, and that we have 


_ no right to make any change or alteration in it. I 


| altered and changed at pleasure; at least we could | 


| whether those tables ought not to have gone along | 


deny the proposition. If we are not bound to take 
it merely because they have done it—if it is not 
obligatory upon us to adopt their work, then the 
committee may act upon the subject and propose 
a different scheme; butif we are bound—if we are 
tied up and have no power to make any change or 
alteration, why then I yield the question. But that 
we are so bound I utterly deny. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire merely to state, in 
addition to what I have already said, that the re- 
port of the census board actually accompanied the 
message ‘of the President of the United States 
when the latter was transmitted to Congress. [Mr. 
B. here referred to and read an extract from the 


I did not know, sir, | report.] 
until | heard the last remarks of my friend, the | 


Now, what I have to say is, that, under the cir- 
cumstances, the committee in the examination of 
the tables to which their attention was called, if 
they discovered that they were insufficient, was, 
it seems to me at least to be the parliamentary 
course, to report to the Senate and ask for the 
‘authority which they have now exercised. 

Mr. BADGER. [| agree entirely with the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky as to the construction of the 
act of last session constituting this census board. 


| | 
| I believe that portion of the President’s | That board was created solely for the purpose of 
| message relating to the subject was referred to the | i 


procuring information and suggesting forms for 
taking the census at the present session of Con- 
| gress, to enable Congress to discharge its constitu- 
tional duty. To my mind it is evident that the act 
of the last Congress intended to bestow upon that 
board no part of the legislative duty of either House 
of Congress. The law directed an inquiry anda 
report to be made, without giving to such report 
any particular sanction or authority—without giv- 
ing to it any more force or validity than it would 
have had if it had been made under the direction of 
either House of Congress. This board was cor- 
stituted for collecting information and reporting a 
plan such as they thought most suitable for pro- 
curing a proper enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States. They were also to prepare 


formation; but, sir, those forms were to have no 
more influence upon us—no greater obligatory 
force—they were to receive no greater respect or 
consideration from a committee of this body than 
if prepared by commissioners under a resolution 


' 
| forms for the procuring of proper statistical in- 
} 
} 


addressed to the Senate just now, requife from || It seems to me to be perfectly clear that the report || of the Senate or the House. The value of the 
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forms depend upon their intrinsic merits; they de- 
rive no authority from the law. The fact that 
they were prepared in obedience to the provisions 
of the law makes them neither good nor bad; and 
when the forms had been reported by the Census 
board and the subject had been ssleoret to the 
committee, in my judgment the whole duty of the 
board had been executed; and if the forms were 








adopted by the committee and approved by the |) 


Senate, it would be but sanctioning the act of the 
committee itself. But it seems to me strange to 
suppose that there is any such force to be given to 
the act of last session as that we should be under 
the necessity, before we introduce and pass any 
bill, of repealing that act, in order to untie our own 
hands—in order to free ourselves from an obstacle 
which hinders us in the performance of a duty 
which we cannot devolve consistently upon any 
commissioner or other officer. 

l understood the act when it was passed, I un- 
derstand it now, to be neither more nor Jess than 
a provision to facilitate the action of Congress upon 
this subject at the present session. I think it bears 
that interpretation upon its face. 

And, sir, with regard to the printing that was 
to be done, I do not understand the act as vesting 
any authority in these gentlemen commissioners, 
having met and prepared their forms, to proceed 
forthwith and print such number for distribution 
throughout the United States as to them might 
seem necessary, taking it for granted that their acts 
were to be confirmed by a law of Congress. Sir, 
their whole work was to be merely preparatory; 
it was to be submitted to, judged of, and adopted 
or rejected by Congress at this session. All the 
details were to be settled by Congress. 


Now, sir, in my judgment these commissioners | 
have not performed their duty, and they have not 


discharged all the obligations which were imposed 
upon them by the act of last session. 
made a report, but what isthatreport? They say 


that they have met, organized, and appointed a | 
committee and prepared forms for taking the cen- | 


sus. Where are the forms? Is the report which 


they have sent to us here a fulfillment of the duty || 


imposed on them by the act? Can either House 
of Congress act upon their report? Where are 
the forms? Why did they not accompany the 
report? Why were they not sent here for the 
consideration of the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives ? 
as | understand from the statement made by three 
members of the Census Committee, is entirely 
different. 
omitted a- material part of it. 


little paper they have sent to us? It is noth- 


ing but a declaration that they have discharged | 


their duty. How they have discharged it does 
not appear; what they have done, it does not 
show. 


understand from the committee, when they mef | 
for the consideration of the subject referred to | 


them, the census board had not prepared their 


forms—at least they had not submitted them to the | 
There were certain forms before the | 
committee, as | understand, which were not sanc-.| 
tioned by the board; and the committee were under | 


committee. 


the necessity of going to work from the beginning 


and constructing such forms as they thought advi- || 
sable; and, as I understand from these gentlemen, || 
iis not until after a report is made, after a bill is | 


before us, accompanied by a set of forms, and 
after the bill and forms have been printed, when 


the subject is ripe for the action of this body, then, | 
and not until then, is any form or schedule, such | 


as is required under the law of the last session to be 
prepared by the census board, presented to or seen 
by any member of the committee. Now, if that 


is a discharge of the duty that was intended to be || 


devolved upon the census board by the act of the 
last session, it seems to me the act must have been 
most unwisely framed; for, owing to circumstan- 


ces which it is not necessary for me now to partic- || 


ularize, a long time elapsed after the meeting of 
Congress before the Senate was ready to proceed 
to bisiness. 
everything ready for Congress to act upon at-its 


meeting; yet, although a considerable time elapsed 


before the business of the session was commenced, 
up to the time when the committee completed their 
labors—as ! learn from the members of that tom- 
mittee—up to the time when they had reported a 
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They have | 


Instead of that being done, the case, | 


I understand from it that they have | 
What, sir, is this 


What is it they propose for our adop- | 
tion nowhere appears in their report; but as | | 


It was the duty of this board to have | 











— 
| sanctioned by the commissioners had 
| before the committee. The first moment at which 
||} any member of the committee received in an 


of the commissioners that any scale of forms had 
received their approbation, was after the commit- 


_ tee had completed their labors and reported a bill, | 


| accompanied by a set of forms, and that bill and 


| L understood to be the case, as stated by the 
| Senator from Kentucky. For my own part, be- 
| lieving that both the committee and the Senate had 


authentic form an announcement under the hands | 


GLOBE. 


been laid |! the Senator 


/ 


|| those forms had been printed and were ready | 
| for the consideration of the Senate. That is what | 


' a perfect right, if they thought proper, to disregard | 


| all forms that might be prepared by the commis- 
sioners; believing that they were under no obliga- 
|| tion to be governed by the report of the commis- 


sioners any further than they might consider it | 


worthy of being adopted; believing that the Sen- || pared carefully what purports to be 


. || tables with the tables which the commi 
was done by the commissioners than what would || nee have 


| be due to the report of a committee raised in this || 


| 


| ate owed no more respect or consideration to what 


|| body to prepare measures for the approbation or 


| rejection of the body; believing that the Senate has | 


| full and entire jurisdiction over the subject; believ- || 


ing that the committee would do what was right, 


take the labors of the committee, representing as 
they do every section and interest of the country; 


widely from those of a large portion of the mem- 
bers of this body, and although, in my judgment, 
| the whole matter of collecting statistical informa- 
tion ought to be disconnected from the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants; although I believe | here- 
tofore have had occasion to say in this body, when 
the bill respecting the census was under discussion, 
that I believed the collecting of statistic informa- 


|| ed, rather than united; yet, believing this, | shall 
prepare no amendment on the subject, having en- 
tire confidence in the majority, who seem to ac- 
cord in favor of this measure. I am perfectly 
willing, for one, to adopt this bill in the shape in 
which it has been reported. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
moment only. 
| sir, as not desiring to arraign in any particular the 
' conduct of the Census Board. [ have alluded to that 
board only so far as | have found it necessary in 
order to vindicate the course of the committee, and 
\| no further. I wish, also, that the Senate should un- 
derstand that the report which has been read by 
the Senator from Georgia, was before the Senate 
at the time when our labors commenced. I desire 
the Senator further to understand that that is the 
only paper—the only document of any kind that 
has come through the Senate, to the consideration 
of the committee. 1 desire further that the Senate 
understand, that when this committee met there 
were certain tabular forms Jaid before them by the 
Secretary of the Census Board, which he said were 


| 


Il would state further, that, under the circum- 
stances, the question arose, what should the com- 
| mitteedo? There appeared to be no alternative 
but that they should take such information as 


body a suitable bill, with suitable tables. 1 think 
there was no disagreement jn the committee upon 


doubt as to their duty in the premises at all. f 
think the uniform sentiment of all the members 
was, that if they reported a bill, without some 


to charge them with neglecting to discharge a duty 
which had been intrusted to them. The com- 
| mittee, therefore, went to work and made these 
tables up. They heard of no other tables; they 
_ heard of no other official report; and no paper had 
reached them until their report was made and their 
tables printed, together with the bill which is now 
on your table. ‘That is the state of the case. 
There was no alternative for the committee but 
| to pursue exactly the course they did. They would 
|| have been accused of a dereliction of duty if they 


bill, and when that bill had been printed, no forms || had taken any other view,of the subject. And for 


tion was an obstruction to the accuracy of the cen- | 
sus returns, and that they ought to be disconnect- | 


might be communicated to them, and report tothis | 


that subject; 1 do not think they entertained any | 


| and what their duty to this body required, when, | 
having no suitable forms submitted to them by the | 
| commissioners, they set to work and prepared || 
their own—lI, for one, am perfectly satisfied to || 


and, althougi: my views upon the subject differ | 
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ator from Georgia, at this late atage of t} 
_ proceedings, to interpose what purports to Wen 
approved list of tables, to be adopted in the ») : 
of the work of the committee, unless jt ae 
shown to the Senate that they are more perfe be 
their character, and better adapted to the il - 
designed, is, I think, asking more than the Sen 
are willing to allow; it is asking that to which f 
cannot consent. This is the state of the fact. 
when I make this statement I do not intend aa 
_ in question the conduct of anybody. The ceng . 
| committee have proceeded with a sincere desire is 
discharge the duties imposed upon them; they h i 
no other purpose or intention. They desired tod 
_itin the best manner they were able, and to ihe 
_their work to your consideration. They oe 
done so. But we have gone further; we did ron 
stand upon this point. The committee have com. 


the official 


prepared. I have no pride of opinion about jt x 
all; for one, I am perfectly willing, if these ar 
really improved tables, to adopt them in the place 
of those presented by the committee. But, so fay 
as I know, the members of the committee ‘Ceae 
in this view of the subject. They are of opinion 
that their own tables are better adapted to the ob- 
ject or design of the taking of the census thay 
those which purport to be official tables. |; js 
| upon the grounds I have stated that I vindicate the 
| conduct of the committee, and upon those grounds 
| L ask the Senate to give their support to the bill, 

The gowrer being takea on the amendmen 
proposed by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Day. 
SON,] it was rejected. 

Mr. BORLAND proposed to amend the bill by 
adding to the close of the 20th section the fi). 
lowing: 

“ Provided, That all the classifications, arrangements, 
compendiums, abstracts, tables, and other statements, in any 
form, of the returns of the census, Or preparatory printing 
for taking the same, provided for in this act, prepared by of 
under the direction and supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior, shall be printed by the printers of the two Houses 


| of Congress, under the same rules, and on the same terms 


|; upon which other printing for Congress is now done, or may 


| Mr. B. 


I desire to trouble the Senate for a | 
I wish to be distinctly understood, || 





provision for tables, this body would be very likely | 


| 
} 
| 
| 





| be done by any act or joint resolution of Congress now in 
force, or which may be in force at the time when said 
| printing shall have to be done. 
I deem it necessary, Mr. President, to 
give my reason for offering this amendment; it is 
this: This bill, as it now stands, gives to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior the entire disposal of the 
appropriation for the printing of all the papers at- 
tendant upon taking this census. The amendment 
provides, sir, that it shall be done by the printers 
of the two Houses of Congress, under the same 
law which now regulates the other printing of the 
| two Houses of Congress. This is briefly the 
reason for offering the amendment. 

Mr. HALE. r. President, I hope the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Arkansas will 
not be adopted. My observation with regard to 
printing, sir, has convinced me that of all printing 
that ever was done since the art was invented, 
that done bythe authority of Congress is the very 
worst that | have ever seen. It is printing badly 


|| executed, on miserabl ; and I think the 
the tables which had been adopted by the board. | : ene ae ra 


I further wish the Senate to understand that the | 
| Census Board disclaims these tables, and that they | 
are not similar to those now under consideration. | 


chairman of the Committee on Printing agreed 
_with me ona former occasion, that the printing 
executed for us last session was done in a most 
miserable manner. To be sure I have seen within 
two or three days some documents which are 
printed considerably betterand on better paper— 
and I am glad to see it; but I must declare my 0p- 
position to any further execution of our work by 
the printers appointed to Congress, until | have 
some more forcible evidence that they are bringivg 
forth fruits meet for repentance. There is a grea! 
deal of improvement needed. I am opposed to 





| having this printing done in the way in which our 


i] 


| Congressional printing has been done. ; 
| Mr. BORLAND. Ido not differ at all with the 
Senator from New Hampshire in regard to the 
| manner in which the printing for Congress has 
| been done, but I submit that the printing that has 
| been done during this session is of a proper kind, 
and of a quality sufficiently good in all respec!s, 
| fully answering the desired purpose. This could 
| not be said of the printing at the last session under 
| the contract. The Senator from New Hampshire 
_ has not misrepresented the style of that printing 
| in the least; the printing was as bad as the Senator 
| represented it. 
But the printing under the present arrangemet! 
has been good, and so far haa given satis‘action 
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the Printing Committee ; and it is conceived | the scope of the twentieth section of this bill, there 
et it will still continue to be good. This ques- | can be no reasonable doubt that the Secretary of 


ig not at all affected by that. 
ee that it shall be printed by the same 


thority —that is, under the authority of Con- | 


instead of the authority of the Secretary 
of the interior. That is all, sir. 


recise terms—the precise price that shall be paid 
jor it, but it leaves the subject open to any altera- 
‘jon that Congress may see proper to make in the 
esent arrangement for printing, up to the time at 

hich the printing of the census is to be done; so 
that if the quality of the printing, under the 
nt arrangement, be not of the proper kind, it 

will be very ae for an alteration to be made in 
ihe law. And I would state now that it is my 
urpose at an early day to submit to the Senate a 


pro sition for a change in the present mode of | 


yiving out contracts for printing. I would state 
that the contractors under the present arrange- 
ment are unable to execute properly the work 
they have undertaken, without a ruinous loss; so 
ihat, whether we adhere to the present arrange- 
ment, or make a new one, does not at all affect the 
question that is presented by this amendment. 
The question is simply, whether Congress will 
order the printing of the census papers to be done 


upon the same terms and under the same authority | 


as the printing of other public documents have 
been ordered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to inquire of the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts having charge 
of this bill, whether he can give a probable esti- 
mate of the cost of all the printing required to be 
done in taking the seventh census ? 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir, 1 cannot. 
made a calculation of the cost. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, the reasoning 
of the Senator from New Hampshire against the 
proposed amendment of the Senator from Arkan- 
sas is very unsatisfactory to my mind. The 
amendment of the latter gentleman proposes to 
require the present printers to Congress to perform 


I have not 


all the printing necessary to be done under the bill |, 


before us. The Senator from New Hampshire 
objects, and gives us as a reason the unsatisfactory 
manner in which the public printing is at present 
performed. If he be correct in this, the fault is as 
much ours as the officer we employ. It is in our 
power to remedy the evil, if the evil exist; and it 
isour duty todo so. I believe myself the present 
low prices paid our printer forbids the performance 
of his work in that neat and workmanlike manner 
it ought to be done, and would be, if a more lib- 
eral table of prices were established. Let us not, 
because of-this evil—an evil within our control, 
and which we can and I hope will correct, be 
guilty of the still greater error of transferring to 
the Secretary of the Interior unlimited power in 
the disposal and payment of tens of thousands of 
dollars, where, to whom, and as he pleases. As 
a general principle, I am opposed to vesting in any 
officer discretionary power to exercise patronage 
and expend money without limitation, and I am 
particularly and especially opposed to giving the 
Secretary of the Interior any such authority. 
Here is a branch of the public service to be per- 
formed during the present year calling for the ex- 
penditure of hundreds of thousands of dollars; 
the tem of printing alone will, | have no doubt, 
looking to the outlays for taking the sixth census 
in 1840 as furnishing in part a precedent, amount 
‘o from two to three hundred thousand dol- 
lars. Now, shall this sum (saying nothing of other 
very objectionable grants of unlimitable authority 
contained in this bill) be given the Secretary of the 
Interior, to be expended when, how, and as his 
will dictates; or shall we, the proper and legitimate 
guardians of thé treasury, provide in a direct 
manner for the expenditure, with such restrictions 
48 will ensure the completion of the work in the 
ume required, and upon an economical safe plan? 
Our duty is a plain and obvious one. Require the 
work to be done either by the present printer to 
Congress at the established rates, or provide for 
the letting it out by contract to the lowest bidder: 
thus giving every citizen an opportunity of parti- 
tone in the advantages of Government expend- 
res, 


it 
Mr. HAMLIN. It seems to me there isa t 
Propriety in the amendment proposed by Fy 
orable tor from Arkansas. If I understand 
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It is a simple || 


| 
if the Senator will consider the terms of the } 
amendment, he will find that it does not fix the | 


| 
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| it will be oohporia that it is equal to that of 
( y of |) any session of Congress—certainly equal to any 
0 es will bo connpenns earns ane Dae \| anna sat peewee for the Seema hth Cox 
oO one which is speci n tha ! | @ress, | think; 1 refer, at any rate, to that when 
the earliest possible time, and that the section gives = printing was done ty eee Blair & Rives. 
| him unlimited discretion as to on paeen oe be || Perhaps that was of a higher order; I will say it 
id for the printing when so performed. is is || was of a higher order than any which had been 
the inference which | draw from that section. If || executed es revious oer ; But, according 
I am wrong in my view of the scope which should '| to the terms of the contract which we have made 
| be given to that section, if the committee do not || with our printers, and the samples of paper annexed 
ones and ae to abrogate say oo ge | noe ee that the aes should 
| place entire discretionary power in the hands of || one, and I thin may say it has been done 
| the Secretary of the Interior, then { was mistaken || in a manner equal to that “f ane previous Can 
| in the true scope of the section. But I apprehend |. gress, except that to which I have referred. 
, the committee who reported this bill have precisely | Now this may be, in the estimation of Senators, 
ag II PE FSS 
: | penditure arge, and retrenchments, if any, are 
| whole subject to which I invite the attention of the i as be made in eal items and on each wohiont. l 
chairman of the committee, that 1 may vote un- | hope sincerely that the amendment of the honor- 
_derstandingly when I shall come to vote upon the | able Senator from Arkansas will be adopted, and 











| bill. I think the interrogatories put by the honor- || if there are required any additional stipulations to 


| able Senator from Indiana [Mr. Bricut] have || 
| great force, and should be considered at this time. 
What is the sum which the printing of these doc- 


make the printing of that document superior to the 
rest of the Congressional printing under the con- 
tract, | am willing to enter into these stipulations 


estimates, they are put down in the gross as || but | am unwilling to throw open that door which 
amounting to $1,126,000. || shall give any individual authority to procure this 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. That embraces | printing at asum double and perhaps quadruple the 
the whole expense. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I mean to say that is the esti- 
mate for the whole expense connected with the 
| census. The amount for preparatory printing is 
| put down at $211,000 


| 
| ° . . . . . . 
| uments will cost? I find,on examination of the || with those individuals who perform this service; 
| 
| 


| prices for which it is now stipulated to do similar 
work. 

Mr. HALE. I have no sort of feeling upon 
this subject. When [| stated the objection, I 


) merely desired that, if it was to be printed, it 
1 said that | invited the attention of the chairman | should be done in a manner that might be useful. 


| to this matter, that 1 might vote intelligently and | If the chairman of the committee thinks this is the 
understandingly, when called on to give my vote | best way to effect an amendment, | have no objec- 
on the bill. 1 said that, in relation to taking the | tion. 
census and printing, all together the sum wouid be While L am upon the floor, | would say that the 
$1,126,000. I find one item of $150,000 specified | honorable Senator from North Carolina let fall a 
| as applied for procuring statistical information. I | remark to the effect, as | understood him, that he 
desire to know whether this bill is designed to | disapproved of the whole system of taking the cen- 
cover that item; and, if so, what that statistical | sus. [| venture to say that | entirely toncur with 
information is toembrace? By whom is theinform- || that honorable Senator. | have no doubt that, so 
} ation to be obtained? Is it to be obtained by | far as the statistics of the Unised States are con- 
| the marshals, ‘or is there to be yet another class of || cernéd, the whole thing will not be worth the pa- 
persons who are to obtain this statistical informa- || per upon which it is printed. Indeed, sir, if this 
| lon besides the marshals enumerated by law? Are thing was merely lens I would not say a word 
| we to have another class of officers who are to | in opposition; but 1 am thoroughly convinced 
embody and present this statistical information; | that it will not only be useless, but that it will 
another corps, not connected directly with those | have a great tendency to mislead any person who 
who take the census of the country? If 1am notmis- || may in the least degree rely upon it as an accurate 
taken the sum appropriated for printing the last || source of information. I remember that when the 
census, that of 1840, was $137,000. I believe that | last census was taken I was in the House of Rep- 
| one-half of that—and so the printer on that occa- || resentatives, and there this subject was under con- 
sion, who is now present, would tell us, with his |! sideration; and after the whole documents were 
usual frankness and sincerity, if he were permitted | printed, I do not know how much time we spent, 
to state the facts here—was net profit to the print- | but I know it was not trifling, in receiving peti- 
ers. ; || tions praying for corrections to be made in the 
Now, upon what basis is it estimated that the || statistical information which had, under that ar- 
expense of preparatory printing at this time isto | rangement, been laid before the House. Sir, it 
be $211,000? Is it the resolution of 1819, fixing || would have been an endless job; and | think, from 
| the rate at which Congressional printing was to | @he very nature of the operation under which this 
be done then? Is it based on something altogether || census 1s to be taken, it can be demonstrated that 
_ indefinite, by allowing the Secretary of the Inte- || jt must be a total failure. Sir, what are you going 
rior or any other person to cause this printing to || to do? You are going to give the whole of this 
be performed at any rate which, in his opinion, | business into the hands of the marshals, who will 
may be deemed just and proper? It seems to me || farm it out in the several districts not exceeding 
that the inquiries suggested by the Senator before || twenty thousand inhabitants. Now, I suppose, if 
me are the most appropriate, and that we should | jt is given into the hands of the marshals, it will 
know, while we are discussing this question, what || be let out, as all such jobs are, to friends and favor- 
is the intention and design of the committee who | ites of those whom the marshals wish to assist—a 
presented the bill to us. Do they, in the estimate || class of men who know nothing whatever of sta- 
which they form, calculate to absorb the sum | tistics, or who have mo notion whatever of the 
which is here named? If the bill is to be con- || form in which they should be arranged, and with 
nected with this estimate, and is designed toabsorb || whom, there can be no doubt, the only question 
this estimate, it seems to me we should examine it || will be how they may best look after the fees to be 
with great care and caution, and be slow to passa || paid for making the returns. That will doubtless 
bill which would necessarily incur that expense. | be the only statistics to which they will look. 
I think it can be demonstrated clearly, as certainly | Should any Senator, therefore, or, indeed, any 
| as a mathematical proposition, that the census of | other person, place the least reliance upon statis- 
this country may be taken according to the sched- | tics gained in this manner, either in relation to ag- 
ules prepared by this very committee for a sum | riculture, to manufactures, or to the productions 
| not much if any beyond one-half the sum named | generally of the United States, he will find that he 
in the estimate. | will be more utterly in the dark than he was be- 
| 1 desire, as one who is to act on this matter, to || fore—more at fault than if these things had never 
know what is the view of the committee, and what || been printed. Now, sir,my idea would be—and I 
connection this bill, in its present form, has with || suppose it is also the feeling of Senators on the 
the estimates which have been prepared by the || other side of the chamber—not only that the cen- 
proper department. I do not know that it is ne- || sus of the United States ought to be taken, 
cessary at this time to go into any discussion as || but that it should be taken by itself; and, under 
to what is the proper character of the printing, or || such an arrangement, every Senator must see 
as to what should be the proper standard by which | that there is some probability of approximating 
that work should be done. I think, upon exam- | ponelne a. relation to the census. 
| ination of the printing during the present session, || Then, sir, having got this by itself, if we want 
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jon is that they can be much better obtained from | 
the various State Legislatures. 1 think the hon- | 
orable Senator from Massachusetts will tell you 
that the statistics which have been taken by 
that State have been taken in a manner on | 
which you may place the fullest reliance, be- || 
cause they were taken by individuls who had a || 
knowledge of and interest in the subject. Iam | 
decidedly of opinion, sir, that this whole business | 
of statistics had better be given to the States, and | 
let them manage it; for, if you insist upon adding | 
to the census this duty of taking statistical inform- 
ation throughout the United States on the great: 
variety of topics embraced in this bill, you will | 
obtain no information that is worth the having, || 
either in relation to the census or to statistics 
themseives. I beg that this matter my be separated 
from the census, so that one part, at least, of this | 
business, may be perfect. By associating these two 
branches together, the numbers will not only be 
imperfect—merely ate Comma to correctness— 
but the statistics will be useless; not only useless, 
bat worse than useless, for they will mislead any || 
erson who undertakes to rely upon them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman from 
New Hampshire wishes to get at the point he now | 
arises, it seems to me he ought to move to recom- | 
mit the bill, and to strike out all about the statisti- | 
eal information which he proposes; and until the | 
Senate shall have intimated its intention to confine | 
the taking of the census to a mere enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the country, it seems to me to 
be a waste of time to make any remarks on that | 
subject. 

butl presume we have been too long in the habit | 
of taking statistical information in connection with | 
the enumeration of the population to make the dis- | 
tinction at this late day. My chief object in 
rising, however, was to answer the inquiries of 
the gentlemen on the opposite side of the chamber. 
If they had looked at the section now under con- | 
sideration, they would have discovered that it 
would be impossible to form any estimate gf the 


‘amount that would be expended in printing the 


census. They could have perceived that there is | 
a blank left in this section. The section requires 
the assistant marshals to make their reports by 
the Ist of October, and after the reports shall have 
been made, the section further requires that the 
Secretary of the Interior shall have them classified |, 
and arranged, and after that is done, that he shall 
cause to be printed copies for distribution. | 
Now, sir, there are two reasons why it is impos- 
sible to form any estimate, or give the gentlemen 
opposite the information they require. ‘The first 
reason is, that it is impossible to forsee how much 
these assistant marshals will report. You cannot 
tell how much information they will obtain; you 
cannot tell the quantity of matter they will give 
you to be printed. It depends upon the number 
of inhabitants, upon the information they receivé | 
in answer to the statistical inquiries which by the || 
bill they are directed to make. So thatevery Sen- || 
ator must perceive, as soon as he looks at the sec- 
tion, that it is utterly impossible to tell the precise 
quantity of matter which will have to be printed | 
under this bill. In the next place you cannot tell 
untl the blank has been filled up, how many copies | 
you will require to be printed. You may fill up | 
the blank with ten or a hundred thousand, and | 
the number of copies to be printed will depend on | 
the action of the Senate. So that gentlemen will | 
perceive, if they will but look at the subject, that 
it is impossible to answer their inquiries. 
I certainly concur, Mr. President, in the object | 
which the honorable Senator from Arkansas [Mr. || 
Bor.anp] has in view by his amendment, but | | 
would be glad to reach it in a different mode. I || 
will now offer substitate for his amendment, and, || 
after explaining it to him and to the Senate, I will | 
leave the Senate to choose between the two. 
Theamendment of my friend from Arkansas pro- || 
poses, that when the information of the marshals | 
comes in on October Ist, after it shall have been | 
classified and arranged by the Secretary of the In- | 
terior, he shall give the printing to particular indi- | 
viduals—to the public printers. 
Well, now, why select those gentlemen? It) 
seems to me that they have fat jobs enough, if the 
ae printing is as Ledeen now as [ presume it | 





as been in times re They have the printing || tracts do not go entirely under the same rule as 
d \| formerly. But, whether [ am mistaken or not, the 
be content without this. The Senator from Ar- |} fact remains, that the patronage of the Govern- 


for both Houses of Congress, and they ought to 





witatietical returns from the several States, my opin- | kansas, not satisfied with arranging the price to be 


| whatever, to the limitation with regard to price, 


| as follows: ‘* Provided the sum paid for the print- 
| ing by said Secretary shall not exceed the sum 


|, amount of the work will depend on the number of 
oes 
copies that you will order. You may fill the blank | 


| you have it stereotyped, have to make’a specific 
_ contract with some person to do the work in the 


| have been made, will 


_ the last census bill; but I submit to my friend from 


| his amendment, that when the reports are made, 


| this: It has been suggested to me that my amend- 
_ment as it now stands provides only for the print- 
ing of the returns of the census. 


j 


paid for the work, gives positive directions, in the. 


be selected to do the work. I have no objection, || 


and I mean to propose that the individual who 
performs the work shall be limited to the sum paid 
for similar jobs to the public printer; but I want 
to give power to select other persons to heve the | 
employment, and I ‘think a little distribution, a 
little diffusion instead of concentration, a little 
chance for A, B, and C, to come in and share with 
the public printers, would not be amiss. 

. Lask my friend from Arkansas if he will not be 
content to accept this as a substitute, by way of 
addition to his amendment, so as to make it read 


paid for similar services to the printers employed | 
by Congress.’’ Any rule that my friend chooses | 
to prescribe limiting the amount, I will most cheer- | 
fully go for; but I think we ought not to select for | 
the Secretary the individuals who are to do the 
work. 
Another reason, sir, why I oppose the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Arkansas is this: Are we 
certain that, at the time the reports of committees 
here are all made and this work has to be done, 
the public printers will be actually in a condition 
to do it in the manner that it will require to be 
done? They may have their hands full. The 





with 60,000 for aught 1 know. It will have to be 
stereotyped; it will have to be what printers term 
rule-work. Gentlemen will recollect that the book || 
furnished by the last census contains nothing but 
rule-work and columns of figures. You may, if 


way you require. Does my friend from Arkansas 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





to whether Congress shall have 


| That is all. 
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ment, whether under contract or not, is not ice 


| equally distributed as the Senator fi 
|| amendment which he has offered, as to who shall | e who 


seems to suppose. There is a distribution: and 
the object of this amendment is simply to susta; 

this distribution, and the direction of the prints in 
within the hands of Congress. It isa question xe 


the direction of 
be entirely eon. 
t { of the Interior 
I take this occasion to say that my 
amendment, and my remarks objecting to the pro. 
visions of this bill, have no reference to the indj- 


this printing, or whether it shall 
fided to the hands of the Secretary 


| vidual now filling the office of the Secretary of the 


Interior—not in the least; the simple question jg 
whether Congress or the Secretary of the Interior 
shall have the printing at their disposal; whethe; 
itis safer and better, whether it can be more ego. 
nomically done, and better done by the directing 
of Congress, than it can be done under the direc. 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior? That is the 
simple question, and the only question, as it ap. 
ears. 

Mr. DAWSON. I ‘rise for the purpose of 
making some calculation with reference to this new 
census bill. I observe that the name of every per- 
son, every man, woman, and child, and every 


| slave in the United States is to be taken down, | 


have taken up the schedule number one, which 
contains forty-two names upon each page. [ want 


|| the Senate to understand this, and I will cairy out 
| the calculations so that they can comprehend it, 


As there are four pages to a sheet, and the names 
of forty-two persons are written on each page, 


| there will be on each sheet one hundred and sixty: 


eight names. 
Take now the population of New York, and 


| estimate it at two-and-a-half millions, and it will 


be seen that 14,880 sheets will be required to take 


| the census of New York alone, according to 


schedule number one. ‘Taking this and multiply. 
ing by four, and we shall have a book containing 


know that the public erat when the reports || 59,520 pages, according to schedule number one, 


e in a position to perform 
all this work as fast as it will be required? I would 
have no objection to limit the sum to what might || 
be paid to the public printer, and I believe | would | 
have no objection to limit the sum that may be || 
paid for the rule-work to 20 per cent. less than was || 
paid to the printer who performed the job under 





Arkansas whether it is proper to say, as is done by 


the job shall be given to the public printers, wheth- 
er they have their hands full or not. 

Mr. BORLAND. Will-the Senator allow me 
to make an explanation. I was going to ask, sir, 
if it is in order, to be permitted to add aline to my 
amendment, the effect of which will be simply 


My object is, to 
provide for the preparatory printing also, which 
will amount to a considerable sum. 

In reply to the proposal of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, | would say, that he and [, 
perhaps, do not differ at all as to the principal mo- || 
tives by which we are influenced in making these 
several propositions. We differ only as to the | 
direction of the printing. I would say to him, in 
reference to the remark that the contracts for the 
public printing are very profitable, that facts which 
are in my possession would tend to show that, so 
far from their being profitable, they are quite the 
reverse; and, as to the amount of patronage which 
Congress or the Departments might give, | will 
just state that, probably, the very direction he de- 
signed this printing—the very point to which he 
desires it should go—while | desire it should go to 





| 
| 








another—is, perhaps, a point upon which patron- 
age has already been conferred to a much greater 
extent than upon the printers to Congress. I un- 
derstand that the Departments have already se- 
lected their printers, and that they pay them a fair, 
if not extravagant compensation. Congress has 
selected their printers likewise; and, I believe, they 
pay them under a contract, affording a very small 
compensation. 

r. BADGER. I believe the printing of the 
Departments is put out under contract, and the 
contract is given to the lowest bidder. 


Mr. BORLAND. T understand that the con- 


et 


> eg 


filled with names of individuals, which it is known, 
1 presume, is a thing which was never before 
done. 

But the whole population of the United States 
is supposed to be about 20,000,000, just eight 
times that of New York, and that will make a 
book containing 476,160 pages, according to this 
schedule. Take the various other schedules an- 
nexed and you may be enabled to ascertain some- 
thing like the amount of printing. How many 
folio volumes will it make? ‘That will depend on 
the number of pages in each. Then there are to 
be three copies of these made out in each State in 
the Union, to be bound and supplied, and the 
duties incumbent upon the marshals will require 
an amount of labor equal to just three times all 
that, by the schedule number one, which will 
make a million and a half pages in the whole. 
This arises out of the fact of a change in the law 


| from the former one, by which change we have 


the additional labor of taking the names of every 
individual in the United States, and his birth-place. 
I make these suggestions, to see whether we can 
carry out this bill practically, for it will greatly 
increase the amount of expense for printing, while 
most of these pages will be mere blank paper; 
for the names of individuals will merely occupy 
lines. This shows the propriety of the atend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Arkansas it 
relation to this printing; for there will be a great 
many blank lines left running out for the name of 
every child that will be merely designated as @ 
school, without specifying any employment. 


‘admit it is very desirable, but whether this is the 


best way to obtain the information is a practical 
When we descend from the heads of 
amilies and take the names of all the children, 
and the names of all the slaves on the plantations, 
from the oldest to the youngest, it will make an 
aggregate amount of printing which is unpre 


‘cedented, and I think unca’led for, although the 


information may be very desirable. It might 
easily altered, so as not to require the names 
the slaves to be taken, and I have no doubt the 
chairman of the committee will assent to thatalter 
ation. We could get the aggregate and designalt 
the sexes, which I think would be sufficient. oe 
It is a question for the Senate to decide whet 
they will take the plan proposed by the commas 
and have the name of every individual taken low 
or not. I merely wished to make these observ 
tior's, knowing that the chairman of the committe? 
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